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EDITOR’S PAGE

Here is the tenth issue of the ‘AVANA AMUDHAM

This issue contains an article on ‘Nationalisation of the City Bus Se:vice, Madrast
written by C. Joseph Barnafes.

A continuation of V. O. Chidambaram Pillai‘s life history on the partof his freedom
struggle also finds a place in this issue.

Further debates in the Madras Legislative Council held in October 1928 on ‘The suppres -
sion of Brothels and Immoral Traftic in Women’ in continuation of the cdebates published in the
last issue are continued in this i1ssue also.

In the series of the pages from the Rare books the complete narration of the Indian
Mutiny during 1857, taken from the ‘Madras Almanac® for 1858 are published.

There is also an orjginal of the General Report on the operations for clearing the Pam-
ban Channel from 1%22 to 1851., taken from the Marine Consultations of the Fort St. Georgs.
This volume tells us how the Pamban Channel reduces the distance by sea- route when procee-
ding from Madras to Cochin. The total value of merchardize exported from the Ports in
Thanjavur to Ceylon was Rs. 25,32,897/- in the year 1850-51.

There is a brief note on the march to Vedaranyam in respect of ‘Salt Salyagraha’ in
the year 1930, The march was headed by Rojaji, who was then the President of the Tamil
Nadu Congress Committee.

An article on * Asiatic Inscripticns in India® has been taken from the rare ¢ Asinatic
Journal’ for January—April, 1831.

An article on “Estimate of Raja Desing,” ruler of Gingee finds a placein thls issue. The
author of this article says that though Desing ruled Gingee for 10 months, he spent his whole
time for asserting the Independence and for the self-respect against the Nawab of Arcot.

In the Tamil section of this issue, we have an interesting narration on ‘the comedy of
Mahakavi Subramania Bharathiar® written by Amarar Kalki in the year 1929.

K. P. Aravanan gives an account of the ‘Oongies’® of the Andaman Islands. The author
brings to light that the Greek Philosopher Ptolemy in the 3rd century and Venitian traveller
Marcopolo in the 13th century refer to these tribal people of Andaman.

There are articles on ‘Education’ written by V. T. M, Thirunavakkarasu, and cn
‘Profession’ written by the Editor ‘Ananda Bodhini,” a rare journal published in the first
quarter of this century.

There is a poem on ‘Tamil Thai Thiruppallieluchi® written by A. Ayyavu. N. S. Subba-
rayan in this article on ‘Kalingathupparaniyum Karpudai Mahalirum® flastes a few people
patches M. Sendur Pandian, in his Tamil article on ‘The first massacre of the British in the
Thirunelveli Dis'rict in 1755 A. D.> gives an interesting description of the massacre by the
British in Nathekkottai as the first onein the South.

We happily invite comments which will help us to improve the standerd of the journal,

We solicit interesting historical notes, articles, it-bits etc.,from the readers for the'
*Avana Amudham’.

Assuring the best a]Jways to @ar.eaders.

M. GOPALAKRISHNAN
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NATIONALISATiON OF THE C{TY BUS SERVICE : MADRAS.
— C. Joscph Barnab s, Assist.ant Professor, History Dept., Mairas Ciristian Coll -ge.

Transport and communication are the unmistakab!z indices of a nation’s progress, and viewed
« from this standpoint the nationalisation of transport had m e appreciable proeress during the
past onc century. Railways, the backbone of the transport systen of apy country had been
nationalised at the World War period. The other import.nt mode of transports like Airways and
Waterways have also been under tae process ol nationalisation. Here our focus of attention is on
the nationalisation of the Bus Service with spevial reterence to Madr.s City which Lad been
steadily growing in its importance as the scat of administration. a centre of higher education and
a focus of trade. commerce and industry. [n the beginning of the 20th cent.ry. the city of
Madras had an organised transport service. Though the service was first provided by private
compenies, it were all profit oriented and «.i* not ci.re much jor convenience of the public. {t
was in this context thit the nationalisition of bus service w.s thought of by t.ie Ma ras Govern-
ment. The success of today’s Goveramert Bus Service in Madr:s City mvy be attributed to the
painst~king ef.orts made by the Government wiien the idea of intro ‘ucing. ‘Tne City Bus Service’
wes first suggested. Whether cr not one could find a promising solution in the nationalisz.tion
policy, the burning need o« the hour pers.aded one to opt for a change. More than nything else
that the dizlogue that went on for sometime between those who oppos-d the policy and those who
supported it only brought to view the various shinning facts of the policy. An in-depth stucly
. of the then preve’ling condition which celled jor such a change confirmed the Govcrnment in its
" belief that the bus service should be nation lised at any cost,

After the First Worlc. W.r the rapi : expansion of the Motor vehicles created a situation
which necessitetud 2 clcser control of road transport especially for (}.e carrizge of passengers.
" The Motcr Vchiclis Act 071914, the first All India Statue on Motor ! Vehicles. was fouud no
longar adoquate to dial with the new conditions. Hence the Govornment of India Act ef 919
transforred roads to the Provinc;al Government. Thereby power to control the road transport
- came undar the Provincial Govaramaznt, Iaspite of all thesc, there was a nocessity for a substi-
tute to the 1914 Act so as to enabls a regulated and stable law to control the Motor vehicles in
India. Tho result was the Motor Vehicles Act of 1939, The Act itself was the outcome of slow
consolidation of various Provincial Acts and of the recommendations of various committees 2which _
studied the indian transport. The Act require 1 permit holders to observe well recognise condi-
tions such as satisfaciory maintenancs of vehicles, tha observance of prascribyd spaed Limits and
rul:s of the road, avoidence of overloading, overcrowding and overworking o; the drivers. So

it may bz truely said thut under the tutelage o; this Act o7 1939 Molor transport grew from
infantey to adol>scence. . .

Before getting to know the intention of the Government towards the nationalisation of
th: Bus setvice In the City of Mudras, it is rolevant to know the then transpcrt condition in
the city. In the year 1892 first rezl aitempt  was m~do to construc: a Tromway line, A company
for that purpose had bzen incorporated in London. It was compleied and opered in 1895 for

.use. 3 Bt the coverage was very limited. The original company was renlaced in 1934 by
the ‘‘Madras Eloctric Tramways™ (M.E.T.). The M.E.T. was op:rating a flcet of 5) motor
buses. From this time onwards ths financially sound com>7nies started operating buses. Riding
in early motor buses was very different from what we know today. The bus opsrated or used
in the carly days was the ‘open tyce’ and it was unsafe to travol. Apart from the much
greater risk of breakdown, the hersh springs and solid rubber tyros made rough 11de. The
total number of buses which were runping in the city was 189 but the capicity of those
buses were from 12 to 22 passengors and meximum standzos would ba8t010. The inadequite
numbsr of Trams and buses which were vory much

: : . . ovor crowded espcc ally during the peak
hours in the moraing and evening mads it difficult to reduco tho number of accidents. 4The

important city Bus opcrators were; The City Motor Sorvico Ltd., The Public Passenger Sorvice,
Sri Rama Vilas Bus Transport Lid., Presidency Transport Limited and Tne South India Bus
" Transport Ltd.  5However it was a not adoqute and proper. It could bo wchieved enly if there
was a single agorcy responsible for planning and provision of the services whothor it was train

1 Leela Krishnan P, Legal Aspects of Stage Carriago in India, Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd.
New Delhi-16, 1979, p.2.

1 The Pope Committee (1932), Mitchell-Kirkness
(1933) and Wedgood Committez (1936).
8 Sinivasachari C.S., History of the City of Madras, Varadachari & Co., Madras,1939, p.1-
¢ Madras Administrative Report 194647, Madras, 1948, p.57
- % G.0. No. 528 (Ms. dated) 8.2.1949, Home Department.
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or bus service. When ~uomobiles were first <een on the roids of Madras 2t the beginning.
of this cenlury, no one ani:cipated the spidity with which they would multiply nct only as a
lux.ry corritge for the few but as everym:n's trinsport beth for pleisuie and for business. !

The intention «f the governmen- tow .rds nationaliaticn of the bis service zrose ¢,
the Second Warld War. In Decernb v 1944 the General Commitee of 1he Post-Wer Rec. nis ru.
ciicn Commiiee - resolved to 3 recominmu nd 1o the Government that the Pobl.c Transpcrt should
bc state owned and s a e meni.ged, 2in the menth of Aprl 1945 a Cabinct Sub-Ccrmit ee was
formed to recommend a few decisions on ro: d trarsport. The committee analysed the various
factors deeply and explored many p sssibilites for the s~me. One as such w- s buying thc M.E.T.
because " he compaiy was not subiject to any trafiic authority, they fixed iheir own minimum
for timing and number of passengers carrving ectc.. Bitit wss notat all possible due to
bares cost the company denanded (£4.45,000). Secondly ¢ ncelling of thie Trumways. But this
higher would lead t= problem, since if tiie tramways ces-ed op.r. tion, it would need anothar 200
buses to repiace them, S-- the coinmittee suggested and wiried the Government to cre:te a
body which can carry out =2l the devclopments required to imnrove ond extend
the service in the city. 3 The third possibility which 2Jso not «uit..ble to the service was getting
a Board or a Vetern bus operatcr to take cver the chiree. So firally the commiltce stressed
that the bus servicz in tic city should be taken over by the Government or by any other
body w.th cffect from 30th June 1943, and no expiring rpermits for buses in the city be
renewed.

Lring

However, the Government thought it would not be pessible 10 bring all ofa Sidden
the whoie city Service under the Government wiik.cut proper amenities, perscnnel ard enough
money. On the other hand the Covernment passcd an order in May. 1645 declaring that
every private operator should have at least a fleet of 20 buses for running a bus Service on
Sound and efficient lings 4 ard pcople whe ewn 2 or 3 buses without prever workshop arnd
other facilities would not be in a position torun a satisfactory Service. From the vested.
interest and their agents thore was critiCism suying, “a popular democratic Goverrment should
also care for thoman in ihe Street, the man who wants to run a fow buses ard make his
livelihood and not merely for the big financiers who own 20 buses”. Tiereby an urdesirable
system occured by which all the smaller concerns on certain routes amalgamated ard as a result
the public suffered inconvenience, and it deprived the smaller operators who had the means of
carning a livelihood by running a transport Service. So in November the Government issued
another order stating, a man who was in a position to run 3 buses on a route can apply to the
authorities for permit.” This system was in effcct till 1947 and route licences were not only
given to larger operators, but also to smaller operators who owred 3 bises of their own. Even
then the contition was not satisfactory due to the scarcity of petrol ard charcoal. On the whole
the public demcnded more and more bus routes ard services.

“The question of nationalisation came \p tor consideration as carly as September 1946
and since then a special cabinet Sub-Committee } as been at wo; k to diaw tp 2 comprehensive
plan.” & in Deccmber 1946 the Governor passed an order stating that “Only temporary pe; mite
will be given 2nd that long term permits as contemplated by the Act for Threo years will nos
be granted”” °®The Nationalisation policy covered diverse issues of great magnitude and it
naturally took considerable time for taking a decision. Government  after Teviewirg the
cabinet Sub-comm ttee’s report decided upon the broad basis of nationalisation pjan. E’na]ly
the Government expressed the desite for nationalisation of tiie bus service in view cf the
intercsts of the public. Mean while ti.e Government iiso eqiipped itself for the forth coming
scheme of rationalisation. On Ist March 1947, in the budget Rs. 6.16 lakhs had been provided
for the purpose.of the vehicles required fer the starting of a Government bus service in the cit y
of Madras.” Even then there were contradictory ideas cver the starting ¢f a Covernment bys
service. For example, a few news papers  considered this provision as unnecessary ard un-
warranted. And it was also said that the bus owners were left in wncertainity which resulted ;

the services not being developed. o

1 Motor India, Madras, December 1957, p. 13 -
2 Madras Information, Madras, March 1947, p. 9

3 G O. No. 2747 (Ms) dated 11.8.1945, Hcme Dep
¢ Mzdras Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. XTI, March 1948, p. 53
5 Madras Information I5th, Septembar 1949, p. 19

¢ Madras Legislative Assembly Debates,
7 Indian Express, 2nd, March 1947,

artment

tes, Vol. XI March 1948, p. 54,
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It was on 24th, March 1947, the Gevernment of Madras, first as a trial, introduced & six
buses on the routes which had not bcen covered by the private operators. Thus the newly in-
troduced buses in the city herald the arrival of the Govorrment into the transport scene. It was.
confirmed on that occasion, that if the experimont succceded it would estiblish the principls
of nationalisation of transport on a firm footirg and facilitate its furtherance. Those busees -
introduced by the Government on tlo roads were running under the name of “Government

City Bus Service.

In the following month gradually the number of the buses increased to Thirty. In
this way it was firmly decided to implemcont tie natiornalization sciieme in the city from 1st
Qctober 1947. And all p.rmits in the ci y were ienewed oaly upto 30th Scptumber 1947. But
it was jeared that there would be eomple ¢ lock-out and inconvenience to the pec ple of Madras
if the arrengement were net ready to o perite the Government buses by Ist, Qciober 1947, So
having this in consideration 1he Governmert ¢ pproved cer ain concessions and modificafiticn
to the priva‘e bus cperators, for & smoo h fransition froin privi..e «peration 10 state manage-

men! of the passenger bus service in 1the ciiy. The modificitions were; a )...... Goverpment
buscs should be incroduced as sciivduled.
viz, On 15.h Oc.ober 1947 50 buses
on 15th November 1947 50 buses
on 15th December 1947 50 buses
and on Ist January 1948 65 buses.
b) .... private operators should with draw from the respective routes on equal number o

their buses as and when state buses are introduced,

©) .... temporary permits will be revalidated to make up ihe full period of four months with-
ont payment ol additional fees. And _

d) .... the refind of the 1ax pajd uncer the M\M.V.T. Act will be aljowed pro-rate to the -
number of days the Vehicle operatde from Ist October, 1947, until they are withcrawn from -
the routs in the City.

Anticipating the development in the ci y bus service, the department called for tenders for =
the supply of new chassis with bodies, Apart from the new buses the department also bought
some old buses which were running in the city, from the private operators. The new buses
arrived were introduced in the routesin a ph-sed manner. As a beginning to 1he nationaji- .
sation scheme 31 buscs were introduced on 15th October 1947 and the inaugur:| eeremony was:
performed by the then transport minister Daniel Thomas. Though tuses were introduced as
per the date already fixed 2 in many cases it was not introduced 2s per the schcduled
number of buses inthe _routes due to delayin getting the buses. In order tc reduce the
trouble the private operators were asked to put their buses until the Government introd ced
their buses, When the scheduled number had arrived in the city, the privaie bises were
replaced by the Government buses. This was done long befcre the Motor Vehicles
(Madras Amendment) Act, 1948 became law. 3

In the month of June 1948 the deparment owned 232 buses and twe depots had aise -
been opened for the maintenance and for repairirng services of the buses. Seating accommc-
dation in the buses were 37 (incl.sive of 12 standees) passengers. For special Cceasions
like rece, exibitions, e‘c., additicnal facilitics were prcvided in the form of exrress buses
A sound and strznge innovation was the appcintment of wemen conductcrs in some
of the buses. In the Government city buses special pclice staff had been appointed to check
ticketless travelling and pilfering of money by the conductors. As for as pcssible the
conductors, drivers and other personnel of the private operators had been observed in the state
transport. ¢Most of the Government buses provided 40 per cent more accommodatjon than the
old type of buses under private management,

1 The Government of Bombay has earned the distinction of being probably the first-
provincial Government in introducing buses in the city.

2 Buses delivered were less than what were actually proposed. 50 buses on 1S5th Oct
1947, 50 buses cn 1Sth November 1947, 40 buses on 15th December 1947 and 20 Cb(x);!s)::
on st Janucry 1948.

3 The Mogor Vohicles (Madras Amendment) Bill was necessitated by the policy Govern—
ment wi h regarc, to pationalisation and the consequential measures to be taken by tLe
Government, . ' ' '

¢ Madras Infoymation, 1st December. 1948, n.21
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"Oa the examination of fares charged on the several routes it was found altogether anomae
flous in 15 out of 37 routes. And about the ‘Gove.nment City Bus Sstvice’ two complaints wer

.made i.e. inad:quate buses during peak hours and unsystamatic method of entry into busss. But
this was considered as a passing phase. In conclusion the policy of nationalisation was brought
into effoct in a phased manner. All the problems and the contradictory ideas that wee advo-

cated were diplomatically assimilated. And the scheme has been miore succossful and useful not
withstanding private pressure and propaganda.

JPaper read at the ‘Indian History and culture society anpual confercnce-cum-seminar (24-26,
Dec. 1986) held at the Bharat Kala Bhavan, Banarus Hindu University].
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seara rya o9 Feeedan Fieater
V. O. CHIDAMBARAM PILLA!
(Continued from the lust issuc)

. Qa Murch 9, 1908, at the office of the Collector of Tirunclveli, Chidambaram Pillai,
Subramania Sivam and Padmanabha lyengar presented themselves.

Collector L. M. Wynch, full of arrogance, treated them with scant courtesy
and threatencd them with dire consequences. However, the Swadeshi leaders
ware of stronger meltle and they answered him in telling phrases. It was an argu-
msnt between Imperalism and Nationalism, between British might and Indiar

. nght,

As the security proceedings had been taken under Section 108 Cr. P.C., Pillai
and tue others applied under Section 526(8) Cr.P.C. for an adjournment to enable
tacm move tne ihigh Court for a teansfer of the case. The Coliector thereupon
said he would grant the adjournment i’ they gave an undertaking not to return te
Tuticorin. Tne three leaders retusing to do so, the Collector proceeded with the
enquiry adjourning it from day to day until the 12th of March, on which date he
asked them if they admitted the alicgations contained in the notices served on them.
Tuz accused deaied them and immediately they were remanded to custody.

Startling developments took place the next day, March 13, Angered by the
airast of their lcaders, the people of Tirunelveli spontaneously expressed thetr re-
sentmznt in many ways. Shops were closed down and all businesses came to a
stop ; students marched out of colleges und schools and swelled the streets. Huge
crowds gatiered in the main  thoroughfares and started moving in the direction
of the Municipal Oftice. Mass anger found a vent at the Municipal Office. The
crowd rushed into the building, took out all official records and made a bonfire.
With a bounteous flow of kerosene oil the whole building was set on fire.

" The Police Station was the next target. The constables who were tn charge
wazee ‘courteously asked to go out, and all things there—records, carbines, bullets,
sticks. chairs, tables were burnt and finally the building itsclf.

The Additional District Munsiff’s Court came in for attack next, and was
partially burnt. A bag of monzy contamning Rs. 500 found there was distributed
amoag the crowd. . :

©* “The kerosene oil tank in the Pennington Market was then set on fire, and it
Bua-azd for two days. Its fumes durkened the skies in huge clouds that hung over
‘ﬁhé'tq\vn. . N ) .
... At noon, the Collector and District Magistrate, Wynch, arrived with a batch
of officials and posse of constables. With fixed bayonets the constables moved
along the streets in an effort to disperse the crowds. Collector Wynch, with a whip
in onz hand and a loaded revolver in the other, walked towards the town area. At
‘0az place, sscing some dzcorations, he asked the persons there what they were for.
Wh=n one of them innocently replied it was in celebration of Bepin Pal's relcase
- out lashed Wynch’s whip giving the man a bloody cut in the face. This infuriatcé
" the crowd which had all along done only damage to property. But now stcies
were pelted at the police. The police opened fire without a warning and the officers
* used their revolvers. The day’s toll was four dead, one of them an innocent young-
- ster returning from a temple.

Rioting continued for three days and spread to Tuticorin and Tachanallur
also. In Tuticorin, ignoring the ban on meetings, a public mecting was arranged
in an opzn-air cart stand. Educated and labouring classcs attended the meeting
which was quite orderly, After the meeting started, however, mounted policé
suddznly charged into the crowd without any warning. Sub-Collector Ashe took
a prominent role in this action and made himself the cynosure of public antipathy

- Tension ran s> high that many European residents of Tuticorin spent the nights in
_-a ship anchored off Tuticorin. Indian workmen like barbers, washcrmen and butlers
refused to szrve European masters and also pro-British Indians.

The disturbances in Tirunelveli district werc over in three days. Police rein-~
forcements had been rushed to the area and all was in Im. But the Government
was in no mood to leave it at that. Puwitive police were imposed in Tirunelveli

* Tuticorin and Tachanallur, "A virtual reign of terrer was let loose. ’
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Chidambaram Pillai and his colleagues apneiled to the High Court against
the order of dctention by the District Magistrate of Tirunelveli; the High Court
keld the detention order illegal and ordered their releasc.

The Press in Madras had bzen coveriting thy Tirunclveli durbances in detai
and editorial commzat was universally crittical of rhe handling the situation by
the District Magistratz, “All the facts which have hithe:t com: out, place beyond
doubt the fact. that the disturbances neither ut Ta'icorin nur atTirunelveli can be
traced to any speeches mad:"., wrote ‘The H-ndw’ “On the other hand what
was at first considered a formidable strike of th: upzrarives afthe Coral Mills at
Tuticorin was amicably scttled by Mr. Chidambaram Piliai end his friends. A
subsequent disturbance at Tuticorin was caused by the thoughtless action of the
poalice in preventing a puolic mesting and B.C. Pal's celebration being held. If the
magistrate and the police had not meddled in the matter, everything would have
gone on quictly as was the case in numerous other places in the country.”

It is the removal of th2se pzople (Pillai and otners) into custcdy, wrote ““The
Indian Patriot™ daily of Madras, “rather than their freedom that scems like to
disturb pcace and public tranquility, for undoubtedly there are large number

of people who fecl for them and who arc indignant at the treatment to which they
have been subjected.”

‘Bharuaii’s [ndia’ Tamil weckly said : “Soms think that there is no connection
between politics and the industrial regeneration of the country and that we ozn
improve the condition of our labourers without meddling in politics. That this
is a wrong view has been cicarly shown by the recent events at Tuticorin.”

. 'G. Subramania lIyer’s * Swadesamitran said, ‘It was Mr. Wynch and not
the people who gave the provacation (for the riots)”. The paper also said it was

*a known fact that the Editor of Swadesamitran ** was under Surveillance of the -
police .”

Other papers like * Bhavani”, Telugu weekly of Nellore,
Kannada fortnightly of Madras, * Nadegannadi”, Kannada weekly of Bangalore,
* The West Coast Spectator ”, of Calicut, ‘‘Jananskulam”, Tamil weekly of

Thanjavur and * Hindu Nesan ”, of Madras had strongly critical observation on
the behaviour of the authorities.

*“ Veerakesari ”, .

Despite the hue and cry in the press, official excesses conti

! nued under the policy
of the mailed fist by Governor Lawley.

~ The sedition cases against V.0, Chidambaram Pillai and Subramania Sivam-
were taken up by the committing magistrate E. H. Wallace, Additional District
Magistrate, on the 26th March 1908. At the reqeuest of the pro-Tilak Nationalist
Party of Madras, N. K. Ramaswami, a leading lawyer and public worker, appeared
as Counsel for Chidambaram Pillai. But as the enquiry by the magistrate was.

proved to be a farce, at Pillai’s request, Ramaswami withdrew from the case, and
Pillai refused to defend himself.

The Additional District Magistrate Commiitted Pillai and Sivam to the sessions
and released Padmanabha Iyengar. The Madras Government appointed a special
sessions judge to try the cases and nominated a handpicked judge, A .F. Pinhey,
to conduct the trial. Sivam was charged under Section 124-A of the 1.P.C. for -
three speeches made by him on the 23rd and 25th of February and the 5th of.
March, 1908. Pillai was charged under Sections 124-A, 109 and 114 of the ILPC.
for two speeches made on the 23rd and 25th of February, and for abetment on the
Sth of March 1908. Poet Bharati and others gave evidence on the patriots’ behalf.

Finding them guilty of the offences brought against them, Judge Pinhcey sen- -
tenced Chidambaram Pillai to two terms of transportation for life, each of 20 years
and the sentences to run concurrently. Subramania Sivam was sentenced to ten
years’ transportation. Judgement was delivered on July 7, 1908.

. In the course of his judgement, Pinhey said the accused *
for all the lives lost in quelling the riots that ensued on th
** that light sentences of imprisonment of a few months or may be a year or two

are instances of misplaced liniency... The first object of a sentence is that it shall
be detereng not to the criminal alone but to others who feel any inclination
to follow his example.”

“ are morally responsible
eir arrest” and added

~ From the for'egoing, it is clear that the sedition trials in Tinnevelly were not
without some farcical elements. ’
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The *“ Double Transportation for life ” sentence, an unhcard of monstrosity,
shocked the country. News papers far and ncar commented on the biased nature
of the judge and the crudity of his abominable sentences.

Surendranath Bannerjee's ‘Bangalce’ said, * Such sympathy as the public
will spontancously feel for him (Pillai) and the others will not be due to their opinions,

but to the ferocious character of the sentences ....".

¢

«Swadesamitran ” said the judgement was “sure to spread a sorrowfu ]

gloom all over India ™, and added ;

These sedi ion cases are the outcome of the eventful Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon,
who posed as the friend of India. But in no case has the punishment been so severe
as this. Mr. Tilak, who was prosecuted for Scdition in 1897, was sentenced only
to 18 months’ rigorous imprinsonment. Even in subsequent cases the severest
sentence till now is that of three vears’ rigorous imprisonment inflicted on the
editor of * Swarajya™ wcekly of Bezwada. But Mr. Pinhey has over-reached
the expectations of the people even in this respect...... If the obiterdicta in Mr.
Pinhey’s judgement are to be taken as law, the whole Swadcshi movement must
at once cease to be. It is curious indeed to hold that it is disloyal to speak ill of any
European who might have ccme to India with an empty purse to cke out his liveli-
hood.

*“ The Hindu > characterised Pinhey's summing up of the case for the jurors
as * Extraordinary” and said, * But few would have expzcted to hear so mon-
strous a sentence as is inflicted upon Chidambaram Pillai” In another editorial,
the same paper observed :

A judge who draws upon his own powers of imagination for circumtances
from which to derive the most damning proofs of guilt against an accused person
before him, stands self-condemned. Mr. Pinhey justifies the enormity of his sen-
tences also in the topsy-turvy ground that Chidambaram Pillai is morally responsible
for all the lives lost in quelling the riots that ensued on his arrest. The sentence
may be what is called ‘deterrent’. It may more fittingly be called vindictive and
tyrannical, and the public would under all the circumstances refuse to attach any
moral weight to it.

A tragic outcome of the Pinhey judgement on Pillai was the unfortunate effect
it had on a brother of his. Minakshisundaram, the young man, ran berserk the
the moment he heard the savage sentence on his elder brother. He was throughout
his life an unhappy imbecile becoaning his brother’s lot ; he died in this condi-
tion in 1943,

But Chidambaram Pillai took thin very bravely and went to jail telling his:
relatives he would come out a free man in the High Court appeal.

The Madras High Court, Chief Justice Arnold White and Mr. Justice Miller
sitting, dismissed the charge that “the riot at Tinnevelly was one of the natural
sequences of the seditious speeches of Subramania Sivam ™, but held he * was
rightly convicted ” of the offence of sedition under section 124A. * As regards
punishment, we think the law will be vindicated *, the High Court said, * by the
imposition of a sentence of six years’ Trasnportation.” In the case of Chidam-.
baram Pillai 100, the sentence of two transportation for life were cancelled and a
sentence of six years’ Transportation imposcd in the appeal.

The High Court decisions made the public and the press heave a sign of relief,
although as “ The Indian Patriot”’ pointed out, they wished the High Court had
shown a little more consideration.

A further appeal by Chidambaram Pillai to the Privy Council got the sentence
converted to one of six years’ rigorous imprisnoment. Chidambaram Pillai was
taken to Coimbatore CentralJail and Subramania Sivam to Trichinopoly Centra!
Jail. Their sufferings were not yet over ; in jail too they were to face much harass-
ment. '

(Tak?’r}l1 am):l abridg_cd from the book * V.0. Chidambaram Pillai”—by R. A, Padma-
. pabhan.) ..

- (Harassment in Jail’ etc., will continue in the next issue.) .
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‘A 'DBBATE ON SUPPRESSION OF BROTHILS AND IMMORAL TRAFFIC
“" "IN WOMEN IN MADRAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON 10t OCTOBER
1928.

| (Continued from ihe Previous Issuc)

Mzr. K. R. VENKATARAMA AYYAR.—* Sir, I wish to express my singere
.zegret for having caused some inconvenicnce to you, Mr. President, arnd to the
House and for having caused some dislocation in the course of tle transacticn
- of the day’s business. 1 hope you will accept my apologies.

““I now wish to move that the House do give me leave to take up again item
No. 16 on the agenda, viz., the Bill for the Suppression of Brothels and Immoral
Traffic™.

The Hon. the PRESIDENT :—* | wish to know whether there is any objection 2

Mr. SAMI VENKATACHALAM CHETTI :—* There is no objection except
that this might not b. a precedent for future occasions.

~ The Hon. tHe PRESIDENT :—* Since there is no objection by the House,
oa condition that it shall not form a precedent in future, the Hon. Member has
got the leave of the House to move ™. '

*Mr. K. R. VENKATARAMA AYYAR :—“] now move that the Bill for
- the Suppression of Brothels and Immoral Traffic be referred to a Select Committes
- composed of the following members : — T

(1) The Hon. the Law Member.
(2) Dr. (Mrs.) S. Muthulakshmi Reddi.
(3) Swami A. S. Sahajanandam,
(4) Syed Tajuddin Sahib Bahadur.
(5) Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan.
(6) Dr. B. S. Mallayya.
(7) Mr. C. S. Govindaraja Mudaliyar.
(8) Mr. P. Anjaneyulu.
. (9) Mr. B. Ramachandra Reddi.
¢ (10) Diwan Bahadur S. Kumaraswami Reddiyar.
» (11) Diwan Bahadur R. N. Arogyaswami Mudaliyar.
(12) Mr. K. P. Raman Menon.
.+ (13) Mr. C. Gopala Menon. - e ey
(14) Mr. W. O. Wright. : pee et
-+ {15) Mr. K. R. Venkatarama Ayyar. R
. (15) The Hon. Khan Bahadur Sir Muhammad Usman Sahib Bahaaur,
i {17) The Hon. the Advocate-General.
" (18) Mr. C. B. Cunningham.
~ (19) Mr. L. K. Tulasiram.,
.- {20) Rao Bahadur Sir A. P. Patro.
(21) Rao Bahadur B. Muniswami Nayudu,
(22) Rao Sahib R. Srinivasan.
(23) Mr. Ramnath Goenka.
(24) The Zamindar of Gollapalli.

- Mr. C. GOPALA MENON :—*] seéond the motien, Sir,*

The Hon. THe PRESIDENT :—* The question is that the Bili b
«a Select Committee composed of the members as printed in the aglénd:. ,r,efcrred te

*Mr. S. SATYAMURTI :—* Sir, I beg to move that the Bill i
for eliciting public opinion. Sir, I know that in matters of this kirll); o;rc;;x:?st:
-who advises caution or who advises opinion being taken, is easily misconstrued b
sacizl enthusiasts to be obstructive in their desire for purifying life in our count y
In order, Sir, that I may not.be.so misunderstood, I waat to make it perfeotrl};
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«lear, that I do not yicld to my Friend the Mover of the Bill in my desire to see
that all thz evils referred to in this Bill are put an end to, and as speedily and effectively
as possible. But, Sir, I venture to put it to this House that this is, if not completely,
at least partially, a picce of social Icgislation, affecting the home life of many
people who whatever their faults may be are also citizens of this country and deserve
to be treated as people who have got their rights, subject and subject only to this
-that these rights do not trespass on those canons of public morality which civili-
zation has made compulsory for civilized life to exist and to progress. Now,
Sir, 1 do not want to say for one moment that this evil should not be checked ;
but, Sir, when my Hon. Friend the Mover of the Bill paints in some lurid colours
in his Statement of Objects and Reasons that this evil is increasing, is a serious
danger and must be put an end to, | venture to enter my very humble caveat against
-that over statement. Sir, I have been to several citics, besides Madras, and | have
also been to Madura ; I have been to other cities in the rest of India, cities in Europe ;
-and although I do not want to minimise evils such as may exist, I claim for Madras
‘to-day that of all the cities I have seen, Madras is the purest and the cleanest, from
the point of view of the subject with which this Bill dcals. Sir, I am sorry 1 have
to refer to cartain unsavoury thines in the course of the discussion on this motion.
To the best of my opinion. there is no public solicitation as such in any of the streets
of Madras or in any of its thoroughfares, such as to disfigure these streets and
thorougnfares as in Calcutta. Bombay. Colombo, London and Paris. (Mr. L. K.
Tulasiram : " Chengam Bazaar excepted”). Perhaps my Hon. Friend knows
.Chengam Bazaar : but I do not know Chengam Bazaar. It scems to me, Sir, that
-even there, I have bzen inforimed that there is no public solicitation in the sense
7in which, for example, the strect-walkers, as one knows, exist in other countries,
Now, if there are evils even in Chengam Bazaar, as my Hon. Friend from Madura
‘interjects, I put it to him whether it is right that because there is one small area in
Madras, where according to him there is this public solicitation, you ought to put
‘the whole of the city of Madras under this somewhat Draconian and drastic piece
of legislation. May I put it to my Friend. if Madura is entirely free from this kind
- of social evil ? And this Bill, coming as it does from a Madura Member, exempts
Madura and all mufassal towns and attacks only the Madras City, and leaves it
“to this Government to apply this Bill later on to the mufassal. But, so far as the
Madras City is conczrned, my friend here has been deeply touched and wants
- to save Madras, letting Madura take care of itself. It seems to me that there is a great
deal of wisdom in the saying of Socrates. “'if you want to reform the world. try to
begin by reforming your nearest surroundings.” If my Hon. Friend knows Madura
as he must, he must come forward with a Bill to purify Madura, and then ask us
- to cleanse other cities, saying that he comes with an intimate knowledge of soeial
conditions existing in his own place and therefore the Bill should be given
a trial there. Now, Sir, apart from that, assuming  for
one. moment that the evils which the hon. Mover porirays do exist, I grant
- that ,we must make legislative. measures to put down social evils. But Sir
"1 want to point out to this House that this matter is not one to deal’w,’th'
which: there is no provision at all under the existing jaw. Sir, there are two
provisions in the Madras City Police Act, scction 52 and Section 71, This
Is an existing provision in the City Police Act, under which the Commissjoner
of Police can take Steps to deal with brothels or houses for the purpose of
prostitution ; _the impression is likely to be created by my hen. Friend’s
speech, that, for the first time, he is dealing with this evil, and therefore th‘is
Bill ought to b€ supported. It is not so; my hon. Friend is not a pioneer
He has been anticipated by the authors of the Madras City Police Act whé
in section 52 Of the Act have enacted this provision; ‘If the Commissioner
has .reasons to believe that a house is used as a common brothel or lodging
house for prostitutes or disorderly persons of any description, he may
summon the owner or tenant of the house and on being satisfied that the
house is so used and is a source of annoyance and offence to the neighbours
may order the owner or tenant to discontinue such use of it. I should
like to know from my Friend what is wrong with this section. If the object
of my hon. Friend with which I entirely sympathise is to supp:ess the use of
houses for brothel or for purposes of prostituticn, is cr is not the séclion
quite adequate for this purpose ? .

4.15 p.m.

“If it be argued that the section is not being rigorously worked, what is
- the guarantee that the new section which he is now asking the House to
.. enact is going to be more rigorously enforced? After all, what a Council

. 259A-7—4
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like this can do is to enact suitable and adequatc legislation, and to rely on-
the honesty and efficiency of the Police and the Magistry to give cffect to
and enforce these legal provision. It seems to me, Mr. President , that both
under this section and also under section 71, sub-clause (xx) of the Madras
City Police Act, the same provision is made ; in the latter clause it is
enacted thus: ‘ whoever solicits or molests any  passenger for purposcs
prostitution in any public street, road, thoroughfare or place of public resort
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding Rs. 50 or imprisonment
which may extend to one month’. Thatapplies also to Chengam Bazaar, and
if to day in Chengam Bazaai there is this offence being comnitted, somebody
is responsibue for it, the Commissioner of Police or his subordinates, or the hon.
the Home Member in charge of Police. Sir, 1 do not know whether such a
thing exists or does not exist. But 1 do maintain that there are adequate
provisions, to-day on the statute-book to deal with both these evils, houses of
prostitution or brothels, as well as public solicitation in street, or public
thoroughfares, If these two evils are adcquatery aeal with, 1 ask the hon
Mover of this Bill, what is the reason for bringing forward this Bill. Sir
the only difference I can see between his section and  the present Act
is that he has worded hjs section thus: ‘It need not be a source of
annoyance or trouble to the neighbours or to people remaining in those
places. Even so, the Commissjoner can declare the houseto be a condemened
house and then it cannot be occupjea or used for thjs purpose. Sir, even
treir it is left to the Commissioner of Policeto enquire and take ac(io’n and
before dojng so, 1 expect any Commissioner of Police naturally to weigh
all the circumsiances of the case. 1{f my hon. Friend had said that if a house
is so occupled or used for any such purpose,if a houseis so alleged to be
used, the Commissioner of Police shall declare any such house to be unoccu-
piable, without providing for any enquiry into the matter, then I under
stand he ipso facto prohibits the use. But there is an enquiry to be made
An enquiry, 1 take it, will also include all relevent considerations'
If even when a house is not alleged to be a source of annoyance or trouble t&
the neighbours, it must be prohibited, I venture to say that it is a matter
on which public opinion will have to be obtained. 1 am not saying that
public opimon justines it. If apart from any source of annoyance to the
neighbours, such houses are used or are likely to be used for any of these'
purposes, by all means left there be legislation. But I am asking modest
whether in a matter of this kind you will be justified in passing an Ac{
without taking public opinion and being guided by it. o

“But the most dangerous part of this Bill is this. In our anxiety for social
iegislation, we must not lose sight of necessary safeguards. The hon. the Move ]
of the Bill who, I thought, was a democrat and believes in the freedom of perso,r,
one property has, in his aoxiety for social legislation, empowered the commis
sioner of Police, Madras, who is very rarely a lkwyer and who is always an exccut-n --
officer, with ultimate unappealable authority of issuing a fiat, which is final Th;ve.,
is no human tribunal to which an appeal is provided over the act of the éom Te .
sioner of Police. Sir, section 5, clauses (iii) and (iv), make this perfectl cllms..
Tne Commissioner, if he is satisfied with or without further enquiry that suchyh ear,
room of place is again used in such a manner, shall by order in writing on the o \sgsc, :
lessor, manager, lessee, tenant or occupier of such house, room or place direct ther,
the use as so described of such house, room or place be discontinued or such h at
room or place be closed and quitted within a period of seven days and be not tg“sc,
after resumed. The next clause says : “For the purpose of this section e
decision of the Commissioner of' Police that a house, room or place is used = the.
manner or for any purpose described in sub-section (i) shall be final and the 1Ln ‘;!’
or propriety thereof shall not be questioned in any trial or judicial procee d'ga ity
any qoun,’ Now, Su',_ I do not think even enthusiasm for public moralit mg in
to blind us to the possible , and may 1 add, probable abuse of this pOWCrYbought
Commissioner of Police. What will it in practice mean ? It means th y the
cqnstable, the sub-lnspcqtor or the sergeant. I put it to may hon. Friend € }}:eqd
wide experience of public affairs whether practically this will n oi i t:n}, his
cogstable, the sub-inspector or the sergeant or other subordinate police cfﬁead
What can the Commissioner do ? He is not going to be in touch with a]lothCer
houses. He will depend naturally upon the reports of his subordinates. Alth ese
I do not say that our police are absolutely corrupt or anything of the kind. 1 d ough
wn'thout being unjust or unfair to the police,—and I must say without ar; . o feel_
being misunderstood—that there are in the Police, both ong the hi Ya :srﬂ?:'
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lower ranks, people who are pot absolutely free from corruption. I put it to my
hon. Friend whether it is right without any appeal whatsoever to invest these
executive officars who in the last resort will have to depend upon their subordinates,.
with these arbitrary and final powers. '

*Ihen, Sir, with regard to the various other sections about removal of minors.
from brothels and their commitment to suitable custody, my hon. Friend, I hope,
remembers that tnere are sections in the Indian Penal Code already. But he has
vested in the Commissioner of Police or any police officer not below the rank of
inspector specially authorized in this behalf by the Commissioner or Deputy
Commissioner, etc., the power to seize any girl who is behaved to be below 18 vears
of age and is bzing made to carry on this business. And when he comes to the
next section he talks of such girl being placed in suitable custody in the prescribed
manner until she attains the age of 21 years or for any shorter period. Has may
hon. Friend thought what this suitable place is going to be 7 1 know even in such
cases what will happen. The only bodies who will take care of such girls will be
the missionary homes. Again, is not this a matter on which public opinion has to be
invited and we have to be guided by that opinion as to what is the kind of suitable
accommodation for these unfortunate victims of commercialized vice 7’

* Dr. (Mrs.) S. MulauLAkSEMI Reppr :—"They have got a home for
recciving and taking care of children under 18.”

The HON. THE PrestpeNt :  “Tic hon. Member will bave an opportunity
to give information.”

* Mr. S. SATYAMURT! :—“‘My hon. Friend the Deputy President is very
optimistic. She says there is 2 home for such people. 1 wish all success to the
home, but does she realize that when the police begin to act in this manner, we do
not know—I1 do not know—what the number of girls will be, whether the home
will be adequate and congenial to the welfare of the girls, and whether the Police
Commissioner of Madras will consider the home maintained by the society to which
the hon. the Deputy President refers to be suitable or not ? 1 certainly do not
object to any home managed by distinguished reformers like the Deputy President,
but we have no guarantee, so far as this Bill goes, that it will be accepied as a
suitable place by the Police Commissioner.”

* Than Sir, we have got provisions with regerd to the importation cf girls or
aetention which, although they are offenc; which should be punished have reversed
the waoled ¢ r.vence as bunder of proof we.l known to all lawyers, incharging [ hope
my hon. Friend, i.¢., that an accused person must be persamed to be innocent until
be is proved to be guilty. But my hon. Friend, a distinguished lawyer, has reversed
the whole process, and says in effect, *You shall be presumed to be guilty and it is
" Ieft to you to prove your innocence.’

*“Then, Sir, he has introduced the punishment of whipping in section 11. .
Procuring is really a very heinous offence, but is it right that in this enlightened age
" we should provide for even this heinous offence this barbarious punishment of
whipping 7 Then we get a stragne power under section 13 : ‘if a policeman cannot
know the address of a mank he can arrest him at once, if he sees him committing
any of these offences.” And the Local Government, with a pathetic faith in it which
I did not expect from my hon. Friend after our recent experience, is empowered
to make rules for the most important essential of our social problem, namely, the
care, treatment, instruction and maintenance of girls placed in suitable suctedy. .
Is this social legislation ? My Friend has no constructive ideas on the matter.
He does not know what to do. He is a policeman. He authorizes the police in
" essential matters and also leaves important titems to the Local Government to

make rules. He invests the police with summary powers, .and he does not seem
to have applied his mind more carefully to provisions of this Bill. And so, 1 think,
public opinion will be very helpful in these matters, namely, care, treatment,
instruction and maintenance of girls placed in suitable custody, prescribing places
in which girls may be dctained. So, these are matters on which 1 want public
opinion to be elicited. Ane now, I want to assure those who are keen on sceing
_that this Bill becomes law as soon as possible, that it is not desirable that some kind
. of law should be placed on the statute book, but that a proper law should be passed.
. That may be the ambition of these who aonly want their names to go down. to
. posterity, that their legislation should be left on the statute book ; but those of us,
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‘auinbler men who want to serve society in the best manner possible, would rather
wait and take social pubiic opinion with us. I have no doubt in my mind that every
-ealightened man and woman will stand behind my hon. Friend in his desire 10 put
down these despicable vices ; but in our anxicty to put them down, let us not add
mew vices to the chapter of iniquity. From that point of view, I venture to appeal
t@ this House to agree to this motion to circulate this Bill for public opinion. After
getting opinions, we can have the Bill in January or so, and then 1 am sure the Sclect
Committee will then be able to produce a Bill which will have the sanction of public
opinion behind it, and will therefore be accepted by the people ; and they will be
sasisficd and willingly and enthusiastically work its provisions ; and we shall not
have to depend upon an overworked Police Commissioner or some other police
. otlicer for this. From that point of view. I would appeal to my hon. Friend to allow
thais Bill to be circulated””

¢ M. C.V. VENKATARAMANA AYYANGAR :— “Sir, I beg to second
this motion. It will be admitted by every one especially after the speech of my hon.
Friend for the University that this Bill has got some far reaching consequences.
While we sympathize with all attempts to put an end as much as possible to these
.vices, we should also try to safeguard the interests of society as a whole. Now there
are provisions in the Police Act which for reasons best known to themsclves the
police are not putting into operation to a large extent. After all, what has been
asked for in this moiion is that the Bill should be ciruclated, which means that we
may have to wait for about three months, so that such a measure of social legislation
-should have if possible the support of public opinion throughout the Presidency.
We all sympathize with the objec's of this Bill. ~But the most important thing to be
looked into is whether adequa e safeguards have been provided in the Bill, and there
is no rzason why we should consider that this House alone has got the monopoly
.of wisdom, and that it is not necessary that public opinion should be elicited. One
~question I wculd ask the hon. the Member from Madura, and that is whether he
has made any provision to prcvint these women from going cut of Madras to
Madura, C imbatore or other places. Thcse people now in Madras may as soon
as the Act is passed remove to other places. Has any step been taken to prevent
such action ? Such are the consideraticns which require very great thought. Then
-there is the whole class of devadasis whom the scciety has relegated to this
-unfortunate profession, If there are two or more devadasis in a place, such place
may oe at once invaded if this Bill is passed. Is it to be desired thet such a
-thing should toke plece? It may be that time, education and social reform
.may remz:.y these evils. - - _

4-30 p. m,

“We know how police cases are sometimes invented. TIs it ‘possible in such &

.case to allow the policeman to have completed power in spite of a{l'the an confidence =~

-that we may have in the new Commissioner? I know him to be an able officer.

But it is difficult even for him to control the subordinate staff’ though he may be

clever in dealing with them. Again, Sir, in a particular street the neighbours may
not like each other and the police may be used as an instrument of oppression. THis
-1s a legislation of such a far reaching effect that it goes to the root of many of our
practiczs. [t is desirable that we should take the necessary precautions to have a

.successful luw, for the carrying out of which we must take the public with us. After

all this is a mogiest prqposit'ion for postponement for about three months in order
‘to try and obtain public opin‘on. We can then carry out the suggestions that may
be made as I hope there may be unanimity in such a case”. -

Mr. K. R. VENKATARAMA AYYAR:'—“Mr. President,- Sir,- I ‘ha i
.carefully to the speech made with great enthusiasm by the hon. Me;x%erltl’f)t: r:ﬁ%
University. 1 thought his enthusiasm and cloquence with which we are very
-familiar would have been reserved for nobler and holier causes than the present
that he has taken up. I think the points he has attempted to make are hardly
points worth the attention of the House and the delay -which he seeks to interpose
“is not" worth having regard being had to the results which he indicates ' we can
ssecure by such a delay. Itis the gathering of public opinion he wants. For the
gathering of public opinion he says that this Bill be circulaed for public opinion
as if the subject with which this Bill deals is_for the first time a topic of legislation
in this country. This Bill is closely modelled on Bills which have already been
passed into law by the Burma Legislative Council, the Bengal Legislative Council
and the Bombay Legislative Council. The subject with which this Bill deals has
attrac}gd world-wide _attention. The recent visit of the Committee of the Council
of British Social Hygiene also drew public attention in a pointed manner to the evils
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arising out of the spread of brothels, and venereal diseases and the deterioration of
public health in general. There was a very influential public meeting recently

held about the Ist of September presided over by Sir Alexander Mac Dougall in

which the opinion of the public of Madras was very strongly cmphasised, that the

Bill was already overdue and that public support should be accorded in an unhesitating

and unanimous manner to the passage of this Bill in this House. The Bill itself
was drafted by the Madras Vigilance Association which took upon itself this

duty after considerable local experience, and the association got itsclf into touch

with the then Commissioner of Police, Mr. Travers Philiphs, and I understand the

representatives of the association have since been in touch with the present Commis- |
sioner of Police also, and some of the provisions of the draft are provisiions which

have had the concurrence and the favourable opinion, if not the active support, of
these official whose local expereince of the conditions obtaining in the City of
Madras is that the rapid increase of this vice is certainly not ncgligible. Now my

Friend Mr, Satyamurti attempted to suggest that in the Statement of Objects and

Reasons the evil that is sought to be counteracted by this piece of legislation is

overstated. He has been attempting to suggested that I come from Madura and that

if the evil was so great in the City of Madras the duty of sponsoring some such

Bill should more properly have fallen on some Madras Member. [ do not know

that this is an argument which by itself is convincing. We do not know why no

Madras Member has not thought of it but certainly those who have made themsclves

responsible for the drafting of this Bill are not people connected with the mutussal

so much as with the City of Madras. The Vigilance Association consists of mem-

bers, both official and non-officials, ladics and gentlemen, who are residenit in the

City of Madras and who have very great experience of the conditions obtaining

here. 1 have heard it said by the members of the association that almost next door

to the premises of the Servants of India Society at Royapetta this particular nuisance

has been quite intolerable. I mention that only by way of illustration. My hon.

Priend Mr. Tulasiram mentioned Chengam Bazaar as another instance. There are,

I suppose, several other instances, and medical practitioners in this city have their

own experience arising out of their practice in the city. I think they will be able
to vouch for the spread of this social evil in this city in a manner and to an extent
which requires prompt and immediate attention. I do not think therefore that my

Friend Mr. Satyamurti is correct in saying that the evil that is referred to is over-
stated. 1 think, if anything, we have lost time in going a head with this piecc or
legislation. He asks. ‘Is Madura free from this evil? Why not you start with a
piece of legislation for Madura before you think of Madras? I say Madras is a
more crowded city. Madras spreads this evil to a much larger extend than smaller

towns. Madura, I know, is also suffering under this social evil and it requires
attention. In order, however, to steer clear of the very criticism which my Friend

Mr. Satyamurti has been urging, the point that is made in this Bill is that we shall
first gain experience by working this Act in the City of Madras which is the biggest

<ity in this province where this evil is more rampant than in any other place, and
having gained experience we will extend it to other local areas. There is no time
limit after which alone it is open to Government to extend this Bill to mufassal
municipalities. This Bill does not propose to put off indefinitely its application

to the musassal centres. As early as a mufassal centre feels the need for the extension

of this Act, immediately it will certainly take advantage of this piece of legislation

and get it extended.

Then my Friend said that there are two section, section 52 of the Madras City
Police Act and clause 20 of section 71, which contain powers alrcady for the Com-
missioner of Police to close a brothel and also the power for the magistrate to punish
open solicitation in the streets. Undoubtedly there are those sections. The
present Bill gets rid of those provisions. It substitutes more elaborate provisions
and provides in the interests of greater public safety for a quasi- judicial investi gation
or enquiry by the Commissioner of Police which is not provided for in the City
Police Act. A very long time has elapsed since Act IIT of 1888 was enacted and the
very experience gained by the officials concerned in its administration has led up
to the drafting of <he fresh provisions in its place, and in making these fresh provis-
sions care has been taken to emphasise the point of view which my Friend Mr.
Satyamurthi himself wanted to put emphasis upon, viz., that instead of closing the
brqthel without an enquiry the Commissioner has now to make an investigation
which is a quasi-judicial investigation on notice to parties concerned. Therefore
1t is no good saying that there are sufficient powers already. -Those provisions
do not contain anything like the provisions that we have in this proposed Bill
section 6 onward. This contains provisions for the rescue of girls from these
houses of shame and for their protection in suitable resue homes. That is a provison
which you do not find in the sections to which Mr. Satymamurti referred and it isa
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very important provision, The Goveiament may have to bear the cost of such a
rescue home, where these rescucd girls will be hept  and protected and the soc'al
service organizations such as the Scva Sidun may have to take charge of the manage-
ment of such homes, There are also otner sccitons  which arc new, such as those
dealing with the importing of girls fu. prostitution into the City or inducing a girl
or woman living in the City to curyy onl e businuss of prostiwution, the detention
of a girl or woman against her will in a besiel for prosiitation awd then procuration;
all these are offences for which you du not [d wity provision i the City Police Act
or any othsr existing enactinent, Tac.c are aot provisions which can be said to be
not required in the interests either o' public morality or of pablic health. 1 do not
think that public opinion in the geacrul sense s required 10 be ganged before hand
on all these topics. It is didicuit to tmagine puthe opinion not o require these
safeguards in respect of the great interest oi public ncalth and social moradity,. On
the other haud it by asking for pubtic oplaion M- S ayamurti «nd others who go
with bim merely mean that this Bil! a. dralted is not parfect and calls for carcful
consideration of the details, the Solcct Committee which if anyting is ever-strong.
will get ample opportunity for tirc expiessioi of pablic opidion and for the expressivn
of diverse views not excluding the views o1 gentiemen like my Friend on this subject,

4-45 p.m.

All shades of opinion can be represcnted before the Scleet Committce, w th
may be asked to take evidence it necessary and muhe as detailed and {ull a report
as may be cxpedient or nscessary. Various municipal chairmen, health officers,
medical practitioners and social workers may have an opportunity to place before
the Select Committee differing vicws on this important subject. and @ that way the
point of view which my hon. Fricnd Mr. Satyamurti presents. may be adequately
safeguarded.

“My Fricnd then went into certain details as to custody, etc. Now there is
no other custody for these young girls than brothels. The Social Service Leagues
which have bezn doing good work will hereafier take care of them. There are Seva
Sadan institutions which will tuke up the management of rescuc homes. 1 think,
when this Bill is put into pioper shape, Government will fulfil their duty of providing
adequate funds for such homes.

“Then, another point was attempted to be made because of some presumption
in one of the clauses.  These are details wiiich I dare say will be adequately considered
by those sounder and morc democratic lawyers, who are also to be on the Select
Comnitice, than myself. Aguin it is not merely missionary homes that will de
available to take carc of these girls, What if they are missionary homes? 1If they are
willing to take up that work, certainly they are not unwelcome.

“It is wrong to suggest that, merely because the rule-making power is allowed
in on2 of the sections to the Local Government, the Mover of the Bill or those behind
him are absolutzty devoid of constructive ideas on the subject ("Hear, hear”). Ces-
tainly, in matters of this kind, the germ of constructive ideas is in the Bill, and
details of constructive idcas-can be elaborated before the Select Committee and
afterwards, either more sections may be added if there are more matters of dominent
importance or rules may be made. If the Government is not the most satisfactory
body to be solsly empowered with the power of making rules, the rule-making
section can be adequate’y amended by associating with the Government such other
agency as may bz deemed proper, I think.  Sir, this stage is the stage when there is
adequa:c public opinion to make this Bill go forwad at once before a competent
S:lzct Comimittes, and 1 think time will be wasted and opportunity will be lost if
you put off this piece of very urgent social legislation. There is no justification for
prolonged circulation for collecting opinions. The time has arrived, 1 think, for
this Bill to go forward at ®nce before a Select Committee.” ’ ’

~ Dr. (Mrs). S. MUTHULAKSHMI REDD):—“Mr. President, Si i s
thls‘ motion _for_ thes_e reasons. Pcople who have been cor;nccrt,ezi, r\ljieth tt?x: ggc‘:)i:l.l
service organizations in the City, people who have been taking a good deal of interest
in social purity ‘york feel that this legislation has been overdue for this City. Do ‘
you kaow, Sir, Chlcutta has got a Bill of this kind; Burma has got one; B‘omba.y has
got one; and Ceylon has got one. In the Statement of Objects and ’Reasons it is
said that this Bill is intended to protect minor girls and to punish procurers which
is not provided for in the existing Police Act. There is a Vigilance Association that
has bzen, doing work in this direction for the last three or four years. Ido not know



17

whether the hon. Member for the University is in touch with that Association.
1 do nov know whether he is in touch with the Children’s Aid Society which has
been in existence for the last four or five years. The Childrens’ Aid Society is working
under the provisions of the Children’s Aid Act. and now it is accommodating a
number of gir's children in its home. There is a junior and senior certificate school
attached to it, and it is being conducted by a committce of men and women. Most
of the maoney for it. no doubt, comes from the Government becausc the public mind
has no: become enlightened enough as to the uscfulness of this social service work.
There, girls under eighteen are rescued and trained to become uxeful citizens.

~w the main object of the Bill is to punish procuralion. If 1 only state to
this Hoas: some of ihe pathetic cases Ll have come to my peisonal knowiedge
hocag.2 of my conncxion with the Children’s Aid Socicty and Home, 1 do not
taiak :a' Council will delay this legislation any longer. There has been recently
a a2 o7 an inndcant gl of fourteen who came from the mutassal and who was
d:>>y:115 a boothel, because there are middlemen, called vrecures, who are rcady
1o take ajvantage of the he'plessaess of women and trade upon it.  You know our
women are not accusiomed to a free life, and there have been caves where women
ltave bazn taken away to unknown placss by procurers. Again, there have been
many cases before courts, and we are rzading reports in the newspapers on the
subjcct.

No doubt, I ag-ee with the hon. Membei of the University when he says
that n2 d>2s not want to 2ive more pywver to the police. I have been myself thinking
of introducing an amend.ent so that the police may not be allowed to cnter a place
where rainor girls arce saspected to be without being accompanied by a woman
social worker. It is our duty. it is the duty of medical practitioners and of social
workers to help ths police in that way. When tins Bill goes before the Select Com-
mittee, necessary amendments may be made in that directon. There is no
use circulating this at this stage for eliciting  public opinion.
The public do not take sufficient  interest. ~ They do not
know what is taking place in some brothels. It is reported by  reliable
authoritics that there are three hundred brothels in the City of Madras. A
brothel is a concentrated area of social vice. It is a menace to family life; it is
- a menace to public morality and public heaith. How long are you going to
tolerate this state of things? It is reported that there are a thousand prostitutes
who are living on this social evil. The evil trade has to be suppressed. The sooner
it is done, the better. 1 know personally, that in certain quarters like the Ele-
phant Gate Street in the City of Madras no respectable family member can go and
live, because the whole street is full of brothels. There have been cases coming to
me of women who have been seduced to those places, and I myself have gome to
the Police Commissioner and reported, but the women could not be rescued.
Those profiteers called procurers must be punished very severely asis done in
other countries. In other civilized countries, there are laws existing which deal
with this evil. This evil is one which cannot any longer be tolerated, whiok
cannot any longer be ignored. The profiteers take advantage of the youthful-
ness and  helplessness of  these minor girls. Sir, I am not exaggerating in any
way before this assembly the suffering and the torture these Innocent minor
girls undergo in brothels. In the name of humanity, in the name of the young
children, are you not going to stop at once this exploitation of vice? No doubt,
the police should not be given large powers and 1 am as much interested in it,
because in any law which happens to be a social legislation women are more
intimately affected. In this matter we can take lesson from the experience of
the west. No doubt, good laws to protect the innocent have been made there.
There have been unjust laws also and in all such laws the stronger sex has
been protected more, while the weaker sex hes not got the benefit of the law.
So, I would appeal to this House that this Biil maay be allowed to go before
a Select Committee, when women social workers may be consulted and every
precaution may be taken to prevent the police abusing their power.

“Then, Sir, with regard to the existing Police Act,—I have studied it my-
self—there have been complaints from the Police that it is not at all sufficient
for the suppression of vice, bacause none can now entera brothel and children
and girls suffer most thereby. I knowa girl of 9 and a girl of 11 have become
infcetedand have been outraged. How are you going stop it unless you give
some m ‘re p.war to th: authorities concerned ? No doubt, power has to be given
und_:‘}' sufficicnt safcguards. In western countries they have got great orgunizau

o nss they have got women police, who enter brothels and have the childre-
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oxamined medically. Women social workers have been trained for such work.
Itis women’s work. Our educated women should be trained as in those coun-
tries that have already taken & lead in the matter. But pleasc do not put this
good legislation off in the intercst of humanity and in the interest of the
sacred rights of children, to close the brothels, the dens of vice, and depravity
and crime. I think I have said enough to convince this House, and 1 feel very
very strongly that this Bill should not be delayed any longer because of the
serious consequences that will ensue and of the suffering and torture that will
g0 on unmitigated for many a month to come. If you delay it any longer, it will
not become law in the life of this Council. This Bill has been ready for the last
two or three years. It has been drafted by as eminent lawyer of Madras. and
if this Council accepts it, [ know Government also will co-operate with it
The Government has already given its consent for the introduction of this
Bill. No doubt, the Bill is not perfect as itis, but you can make it perfect,
you can amend it in such a way that the public interest will be fully sateguar-
ded, and at the same time those people who make a profit out of commerci-
alized, vice and who exploit the innocence and inexperience of young girls
will be severely punished.

“Another matter is that connected with the Devadasi women. This
Devadasi system should go. We cannot any longer allow a system that breeds
impurity and immorlity in our mind and no civilization should tolerate or
connive at such a custom in the temples, the system that train young minor
girls to become prostitutes. Prostitution is a sin, it is a criminal act, because
it has produced not a little harm to society, to family life, and to the nation.
As such, I appeal that this Bill may not be dclayed a moment longer, and that
this motion to circulate the Bill for public opinijon be not consented to by this
Council. I oppose the motion on grounds which I have already stated before
this House, and say that the Bill may be allowed to go to the Select Committee,
in the Select Committee proper amendments may be made, so that this may
be passed into law as early as possible,

« With these worc’s, I oppose the mction*’ Mr, Raman:th Goenka :—* ] move
that question be put.”

The hon. the PResiDENT:—The Council will now adjourn and reassemble at
11 a.m. to-morrow. :

(Taken from the Proceedings of the Madras Legislaive Council, Vol. XLIV,
dated 8th to 12th October 1928). .
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Pages from the Rare Books :

THE INDIAN MUTINIES DURING 1857
(Compiled from the most Authentic Sources.)

Compiled by M. SENLDUR FANDIAN

The commencement of the excilement in the Native Army of Bengal, result-
ing in the t:arful disastors that froin the subject of these pages, must be datedfrom -
tas commzacemant of the year. Tie cartridges used with the Enficld Rilles recently 187
iiroi1::1 aad taz oull ead greas:d for the purpose of lubricaiing the bore of the
bursl; aad this geeass, it was remoured, consisted of the fat of pigs and cows.

R:pores were alsy secretly and widely circulated that a forcible conversion to Chris-

tianity of th:ir Hindu and Muselmaun Soldiers, was contemplated by the Govern-

meznt, and that the first step towards this end was the employment ‘of the new cart-

ridges, the biting of which wo_ki be destructive of caste. The absurdity of the .
report proved no obstacle to reception. The minds of the Sepoys werc filled U'gas”‘gs felt at
with illzrounded fcars and bad fezlings. The uneasiness manifested itself first at um Dur.
Dum Duin, among the men attached to the School of Musketry, but as the

strongest assurances were at once given, that no intention of intcrfering in the most

distant manner with their caste had, or ever would be entertained by Government,

that their religious scruples should be, as they always had been, carefully respected

and that all reasonable objections to the composition of the grease should meet

with attention, the men appeared satisfied and for the time the agitation subsided.

This appzarance of content soon proved temporary. In February the pre-
valence of injurious rumours among the Sepoys at Dinapore, Dum Dum, Barrac-
kpore, and Fort William, was known to the authoritics. From Regiment to Re- February Spread
giment disaffecte | communications were understood to bc passing; malicious of —disaffectad
projects to undermine the loyalty of the Native Army were believed .o be in pro- fecling.
gress, though conducted with such secrecy as to escape detcction. and the
disturbed feeling, toward the end of the month, began t> show itself in over
iacts of Mutiny. In the meantime to strengthen the European Force in the neigh
bourhood of Calcutta, orders were sent to Burmah for the transfer te  Bengal of
H.M. 84th Regiment. On the 19th February the 84th reached Calcutta and pebryary 191y M
were posted at Chinsurah. The 34th BN. 1. were the first to display signs of M. 8¥tlh‘ :'cach'
dissatisfaction. Secret meetings were held and groups of earnest talkers in the Calcutta,
Lin=s and Bazaar showed plainly that all was not right. The Commanding Officer,
Lt. Col. WHELER, held parades for the purpose of soothing by explanation the
excited minds of his men, and quiet seemed to be restored. The calm was but
superficial. On the 26th February a detachment of the 34th with European. In-
valids halted at Berhampore, where the 19th B.N. I. were stationed. The day
following, the latter Corps refused to receive the percussion caps for blank firing on F bruary 26th
the mornng of the 27th, alleging their ignorance of the mode in which the cartridges th ~B.'N. I.
had been prepared. This refusal was followed up by the sepoys breaking open the - 2{“;‘;}{,
Bells of Arms, in the middle of the night and seizing the arms, which they refused ampore.
to lay down until confronted by detachment of Artillery and 11th Irregular Cavalry.
Lt. Col. Mitchell, the Officer Commanding the 19th, on being informed that the
men were prepared to lodge their arms, withdrew the Artillery and Cavalry, and
order was re-established. In petition forwarded a few days after the outbreak
from the whole Regiment to the General Commanding the Division, it was
alleged, that the objection to take the cartridges proceeded from religoius scruples.
A Court of Enquiry was at once held on the conduct of the 19th and of its Com-
manding Officer, and the proceedings transmitted for the Orders of Government.

The Madras Presidency was for a moment disturbed by the Ist Regiment M.N. 3
L, in consequence of some deficiency in the arrangements for the: conveyance of Ist M. N. 1. at
their families, unanimously refusing to march from Vizianagrum. However on the ViZianagtum
arrival of the Brigdier the men shouldered arms and marched out of the Canton- 3&;°o§§c s
S rs,

ment. . :
239A-7—5
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The arrest on the 10th March of two Sepoys of the 2d B.N. I. Grenadiers, for

March 10th 2 mutinous conduct whilst on duty in Fort William, was evidence that the spirit of

Sepoys of 2nd disaffection was still spreadng. These men quitted their own Guard and proceeded

B.N.I. Endea- to the Mint Guard in Calcutta, to prevail upon the Soobadar in command to march

;»Z)ur'n 10 excitc with his Guard into the Fort in order to take part in a combination to seize the

Fourlll\zilliam 3 place. The Soobadar at once placed ti.um in confinement. On a clear conviction

of the offence before a Native General Court Martial they were both sentenced to

transportation for the term of fourteen years. The same Court Martial also sentenc-

ed to be dismissed from the Service. a Jemadar of the 70th B.N.I. an Grlicer of

thirty-three years Service, for having about the same time made usc of mutinous

Jomadar of 70th €Xpressions, and allowed an illegal meeting of Non-commissioned Officers and
N.1. dismisscq Sepoys of the 70th to be held in his hut, in the lines of the Regiment at Barrackpore.

for disaffeeiion.

An instance of “passive Mutiny” occurred on the 26th of this month in the 63d
63rd B.N. 1. a B.N.L forming part of the Sonthal Ficld Force, in Camp at Sooree, About thirty
Scoree rfuse 1o men, belonging to the Grenadier, 2d and Light Companies, declined to accept their
take luroughs. furloughs on the ground that the Barrackpore Rcgiments would not take theirs.
C . The men had upto to the 26th appeared ready to avail themselves of the indul-
A gence, and in excellent spirits at the prospect of its ncar approach. The untoward
change in their purposes was ascribed to the arrival on the previous evening in
Camp of two Scpoys, incog, from Barrackpore. The rcfractory Sepoys having in
the course of a few hours returned to a sense of thcir duty and expressed penit-
ence, Government thought fit to pass over their offcnce, though Major General
Hearsey urged the summary dismissal of the men who had taken the lead in

the affair.

M‘"Fth . 29}',11 A still more flagrant violation of discipline occurred on the 29th of this month
Xfijff:g;l Snthe at Barrackpore. A Sepoy of the 34th B.N.L intoxicated with ‘‘bhang”, fired at
3ath B.N.I. a; Lieut. Baugh, Adjutant of the Regiment; killed the horse on which the Adjutant
Barrackpore.  was mounted, and with his tulwar severely wounded both him and the Serjeant

Major whilst they were endeavouring to apprehend him. This violent outrage
was perpetrated about 5 P.M. in front of the Quarter Guard of the Regiment, and
in presence of crowds of Sepoys belonging both to the 34th N.I. and 43d N.I. who,
with the exception of a singleman, quietly looked on whilst an English Officer was
cut down by their mutinous comrade. The Guard was drawn up under the Jemadar,
by whose orders it refused to lend any assistance. ~Major General Hearsey,
Commanding the Barrackpore Division on receiving intelligence of the affair
galloped at once to the scene of disturbance, when the mutineer shot himself. The
wound not being fatal, the man was made a prisoner and reserved for a more

ignominious end.

March 31 19th The European force at Barrackpore having been reinforced by the arrival of
B.N.Idisbanded H.M. 84th a wing of H.M. 53d, and two Field Batteries from Dum Dum, the 19th
at Barrachporc. B.N.I. were marched in from Berhampore, and, inpresence of the whole body

of Troops at the Station, disbanded on the 31st March. How widely extended

Mutinous _letter were the efforts now being made to tamper with the fidelity of the NativeArmy,may
g;‘:“)’“";’t‘:d at be gathered from the fact, that about the time when these occurrences were trans-

. e piring near Calcutta, an attempt was discovered to seduce from their allegiance
the men of the Musketry Depot at Sealkote. A letter calling upon the men to
imitate their brethren at Barrackpore in resisting the design of Government to
break their caste, fell into the hands of the authorities. The incendiary missive had
been written as from Barrackpore. Fortunately it failed to elicit then the desired
demonstration.

The first execution of a Sepoy in connection with these disturbances took place

April8th Execut- 0 the 8th April at Barrackpore. The spectacle was rqndered as impressive as pos-~
ion ofa Scpoy sible. All the Troops of the Sta.ion were assembled in front of the gallows. The
at Barrackpore 70th B.N.1., 43d B.N.I.. 34th B.N.I. and 2d B.N.I. were formed upon the two
for firing ai sides, the European Troops in front, when Mungul Pandy, the Sepoy of the 34th
Lieut Baugh,  who cut down the Adjutant, was brought forward and hung before their faces.
The 34th appeared considerably disheartened; no attempt to interrupt the execu-

tion was made, and at the conclusion, the authorities concurred in thinking that'
_ the further spread of disaffection was checked, and that there was no reason to -

April 21t Jemadar fear fresh outbreaks. This execution was followed on the 2Ist by that of the-
of 34 N.L Jemadar of the Guard, who refused to render assistance on the occasion of the
exdcuated. murderous attsck on jLieutenant Baugh. =
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. Benares was now disturbed by flying rumours of an intended rising among the
Sepoys. The causes of discontent were those assi_gned in other places, —the objec-
tionablc cartridges, and unsatisfied demands for increase of pay. The absence o
European Troops at the Station increased the sense of insecurity and was strongly
deplored. At most of the Stations in the North West, incendiarism began to make
its appearance. At Delhi, Jullundur, Meerut, Umballa, and Dinapore, the almost
daily recurrence of fires excited the worst apprehensions. It was felt that the rutin-
ous. spirit was fast spreading through the wiole Army. Strong measures of repression
were loudly demanded in the public journals, and the opiat o was fast gaining
ground that the merciful policy of the Authorities towards the first offenders would
turn out to be ill-requited.

" Tae month of May was ushered in by a revolt in the 7th Regiment of Oude
{ni.nt y nzar-Lucknow. After unavailing attempts on the part of the Commanding
O.ticec to reastablish discipline, the matter was reported to Brigadier Grey, who
weat dowa o the linzs,expostulated and warned, but the Regiment doggedly refused
to aave aaything to do wita the new cartridge. On the following day, the .3d, a
[stizr was intercepted from the 7th to the 48th B.N.L.in the Lucknow Cantonmerts,
which left no doubt of the mutinous spirit of the former Corps. With his usual
energy and decision Sir Henry Lawrence proceeded, accompanied by his Staffand a
stong body of Troops, to the lines of the7th about seven miles from Lucknow,reslov-
ed to teach them a serrve lession if they did not a once return to their duty. But the
Mautineers terrificd at the approach of the force fled, throwing away their arms and
accoutrements, The Cavalry pursued land captured some of the fugitives ; most of the
others returned subsequently, and the whole Regiment was disarmed. The Commis-
sioner of Oude, with the sanction of Government disposed, of the affair by dismissing
som: figte.n Scpoys and the Native Officers, with one or two exceptions, and forgiv-
ing the rest. At a grand military Durbar held for the purposea Subadar Havildar
Major, and two S$:pdys who had rsndered conspicuous service in  brining to light
the treasonable designs of the 7th, received v.:luable presents from the hands of Sir
Henry Lawrence, wio adiressed the assembled Officers and Sepoys in eloquent,
sticring language, well adapted to the occasion. After this event fires occasionly
broke out, but quiet seemed restored to Lucknow.

: On the 6th took place the disbandment of the 34th B.N.I. at Barrackpore, the
thrée Companies stationed at Chitagong, whose conduct had been unexceptionable,
weié, howzver, exczpted. The General Order of the Government read to the assem-
bled Troops, briefly recapitulated the offence of which the 34th had been guilty
the attack upon the Adjutant and Serjeant Major ; the refusn1 of the Quarter Guard
_o doits duty, and the sullen withholding of all assitance by the men of the Regiment;
it denouacad them as silent, spectators of a long continued act of insolent Mutiny
aad thereby liable to the punishment of Mutineers ; their further services were
declared rejected and the Regiment was disbanded. The Order contained in-con-
clusion a strong retzration of the assurance previously given that thc obnoxioy s
cartridges contained nothing whatever offensive to the religious scruples of Hindoos
or Musselmauns, which should continue to be as carefully respected as they had

22n up to that time by the British Government. This Order was read at the head
of every Regiment in Bengal. The 34th were then stripped of their arms, accoutre-
mzats, and red coats ; paxq up in full of all demands and dismissed to their homes.
Their bearing on the occasion was characterized by extreme levity and recklessness
evidence suTicient that they had drunk deep into the spirit of disaffection. Their
fate was regretted by none, for it was felt to be richly deserved. A few
exeptions were made, of men whose innocznce could be clearly established ; the
nunbher dismissed amounting to 363, of whom 135 were Brahmins,—100 Rajpoo’zs .
50 Hindus of inferior Castes, —49 Musselmayns ; —and 29 Sikhs. ’

] And now the dark cloud that had been long felt to be gathering silently and
ominously over Upper India,—of which the explosions at Berhampore, Barrack-
pore, and Lucknow were presages, warning wise men to put on their’ cloaks,—
burst at Meerut. Qa the 9th of May some eighty-five men belonging to the 3d
Light Cavalry were sent to Jail in pursuance of the sentence of a Court Martial
for having refused to use their cartridges. These cartridges were not the new oncs.
unctuous with caste-destroying fat of swine or cows, but the old, unanointed car-
tridgss, that had neen bitten without detriment to caste many a long day. In this
instance it was clear that the cartridges were the merest pretext ; discor;tent and
disloyalty must have been long mouldering in the breast of the Sepoys, and could

Excitement < at
Benares ' and
other - |, large
station.

May Ird Mutiny
at  Lucknow.

May 6th Disband.
ment of the 34th
B. N. L

May 9th  Mutiny
at Meerut.
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be fanned into a blaze by one trible as well as by another. On the day foliowing,
the Sepoys of the 3d en masse burst open the doors of the jail and sct their comrades
at liberty. The 3d Light Cavarly were at once joined by the 11th and 20th B.N.L.
by the people of the city, the bazaars, and adjoining villages. This formicetle
body of insurgents fired the Cantonments and Civil lines, and commenced to
pillage. Bcfore the European Troops, the 6th Dragoon Guards, H.M. 60th Riflcs,
and the Horse Artillery, could reach the principal scene of disturbance, night had
fallen, and under cover of the darkness the Mutineers eflected a safe retreat out of
Meerut. But during the brief hour that their madness ruled, the property and
lives of Europeans were indiscriminately sacrificed. These pages arc nct the place
for a record of the names of all the victims, helpless women and children as well as
brave men ; of the diabolical fury first let loosc at Meerut ; or of the revolting bar-
baritics there commenced which have since filled so many hearts with sorrow,
darkened the homes of Britain, and made the ears of all Christendom to tingle,
The object of this narrative is to present only a chronological detail of the
leading events of this memorable rebellion : not to furnish a picture of the dreadful
occurrences themselves, It is but too well known that the history of modern
civilization can produce no tragedy of such proportions, of such intense pathetic
interest, as that which was now enacted in Hindostan.

May 11th, Muttin: The Mutincers marched at once upon Delhi, having first occupicd the bridge
a{ Delhi. Yover the Hindun, and  broken the tclegraphic communication
between Delhi and Agra, also between Mcerut and Allyghur,
They arrived at Delhi on the 11th. The Native Troops forming the garrison of
Delhi, headed by the 38th N.I. at once fraternized with the men from Meerut.
The Combincd Regiments the lith  and 20h from Meerut, and
the 38th, S4th and 74th in Delhi, having shot their Officers and killed all the Eurcpeans
thatill chance threw in their way, took possession of thecity, and made some
attempt to organize a rcgular Government, beginning by proclaiming the heir-
apparent to the Mogul throne, King of Delhi, and taking all measures to strengthen
th:r position. The number of lives lost is not even yet accurately known, some
that were at first supposed to have been killed having since been ascertained to have
reached places of shelter. Among those that fell were the Commissioner, Mr.
Frazer and his Assistant Captain Douglas. One of the most conspicuous acts of
gallantry that this Rebellion has witnessed, though deeds of cool and chivalrous
daring have not been few or far between,—was performed on this occasion by Lieut,
Willoughby of the Bengal Artillery, Deputy Commissary at Declhi, who at the risk
of his own life, which has since been forfeited to his gallantry, blew up the Magazine.
The European residents who had escaped the tulwars of the Sepoys, made the
best of their way to the nearest places of refuge and Delhi agwin for a brief space
became the seat of Mahommedan misrule.

On the 13th disaffection broke out in the Regiments stationed at Ferozepore,

M;y kl,3th out- the 45th and 57th B. N. I. Brigadier James with H. M. 61st, aided by the 10th Light
p':r‘e at Feroze. Cavalry who remained loyal, having first blown up the Magazine, succeeded in
) reducing the revolters and defending the Station without loss of life. On the same

day on which the 45th and 57th broke out at Ferozepore, the Native corps at Meeran

Meer, the camp of Lahore, were the disarmed by Brigadier Corbett,with the assist-

. ) tance of H.M. 81st and a strong force of Horse and Foot Artillery. The Native
Dll"l:g:g?\ts O*; portion of the Lahore garrsion consisted of the 8th Light Cavalry the 16th, 26th

Laliore, @ and 49th Regiments of Infantry. '

The Commander-in-Chief on the 14th issued an Order to the Army informing

M;V é“‘ih.' Co’ddi‘:’_ them, that it had never been the intention of Government to force them to use any
C)c'mzi'nuing. th- Cartridges to which there could be any objection. His Excellency explained
use of new that the new rifle was a great improvement upon the old Musket, but that this
Cartridges, advantage would be sacrificed if the weapon were used with reluctance; under these
circumstances, notwithstanding the perfectly harmless nature of the cartridges, he

announced that the use of the new cartridges was to be from that time discontinved

in the Native Army. On the same day an Order was promulgated by the Governor

General in Council, authorizing Officers commanding Divisions, Brigades, or-

Stations, to appoint Courts Martial for the trial of Native Officers or Soldiers, and

Order by ngxcl:L“’." to confirm and carry into effect at once, or commute, or remit all sentences
g:':r:mn‘mn‘z: passed by such Courts on the offenders brought before them. Courts Martial

ing officers do assembled under this authority to consist of five Commissioned Officers. either
appoint  Courts Buropean or Native, or both. This Order was confirmed by Act XIX of 1857
Martial. passed by the Legislative Council on the 16th May. ' ' ’

<
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At the urgent desire of the Lieut. Governor of the North West Provinces,
Martial Law was proclaimed in Meerut and the adjoining districts. A  strong
body of the Bhurtpore Horse and Foot, under English Officers, with six guns
marched from Bhurtpore and took up a position in advance of Muttra to keep open M.y 16th
the communications with Delhi. On the 16th the Sappers and Miners who had becn $:ppers mutiny
marched into Mcerut from Roorkee, to help in defending the Station, mutinied— at Meerut.
and having shot their Officers, went off to swell the mutinous force in Delhi. They
were, however, followed by the Carabinecers and Horse Artillery, and the greater
part cut up. Troops were now being concentrated, as fast and in  as [arge numbers |
as circumstances would allow, from Meerut, from Umballa, and from the Hills, _ .
for the purpose of retaking Delhi. The Maharajah Scindia, of Gwalior, on
hearing of the events that had taken place, immediately came forward and offered
the services of the whole or any part of his Troops to the Licutenant Governor of
the North West Provinces. In accordance with a requisition from the Governor- Madras  Fusi-
aneral, the 1st Madras Fusiliers left Madras on the 18th unde. their gallant- | ors embatk
Commanding Officer, Colone} Neill, for service in Bengal. H. M. 35th Regiment rcr Bengal.
was also ordered up with all expedition from Pegu. At the same time an order
was issued by the Governor-General in Council in which, in order that instances of
conspicuous gallantry and loyalty might be promptly rewarded. the Commander-in-
Chief, Lieutenant Governors, Officers, Commanding Divisions, Brigades and-
Stations, were empowered to promote Soldiers to the Commisioned or Non-
commissioned ranks of the Army, who had by eminent services merited such
distinction,

On the 20th four Companies of the 9th B.N.1, stationed at Allyghur after- May 20th -
behaving very well for some time, suddenly broke out. Their Officers were obliged B, N.I. mutiny
to leave them, but no European was injured. The Treasury was plundered and the st Allyghur
prisoners in the jail liberated. A detachment of the 1st Irregular Gwalior Cavalry 2nd Mynpeorie.
marched from Gwalior to Allyghur and escorted the Europeans in safety to Hattrass.

At Hattrass some of the Cavalry deserted, and went off to Delhi. A detachement
of the 9th at Mynpoorie mutinied two days after their comrades at Allyghur, but
did no injury to their Officers.

Matters were all this time being managad with admirabele and succesful M:iy 27nd
vigour in the Punjab under Sir John Lawrence., General Reed, and Brigadier- D;gi,n;i;,';' of
Chamberlain. Hanging, blowing away from guns, disbandment, followed sharp corps at
upon the first appearance of disaffection, and as a consequence the Punjab, with Peshowar,
Dhost Mahomed on the frontier, was kept in order. The 21st, 24th, 37th and Sist
Regiments of Native Infantry and the Sth Light Cavalry were disarmed at Peshawar
on the 22nd. The 55th B. N. I. mutinied at Murdaun three days after, but they
were pursued, the greater part cut up, some caught and brought back to expiate their M'!tiny of 55th
<rime by a public execution. The 5th B.N.I. were also disarmed at Umballa. = B &

The 70th B.N.L having presented a loyal address to the Government praying ... e 7
to be led against Delhi, the Governor General went down to Barrackpore to address %'( “'{: '16 t 1{,013,‘:
the Regiment in person. Lord Canning promised to accede to the request of the tecr for Delhi.
Regiment. .

>t

The advanced guard of the force collected for the reduction of Delhi under the +*
Commander-in-Chief, reached Kurnaul on the 21st, the main body still remaining v
for some days at Umballah. The cause of the delay was the abscnce of heavy
Arsillery at that station, which rendered it necessary to wait until a Siege Train'
could be brouhgt from the nearest Arsenal, which happened to be Phillour. When
the guns were within a short distance of the camp General Anson advanced and had
reached Kurnaul, when he was at‘acked by Cholera and died there on the 27th. /. 2
Major General Sir Henry Barnard, at the head of the Sirhind Division, succeeded 2?“” Gl‘,?eﬁi“"‘
to the Command of the Force, and Sir Patrick Grant, was summoned from the Anson =t
Command of the Madras Army to be Acting Commander-in-Chief in Bengal,Major Kurnaul.
General Reed, the Senior Officer in Bengal, being appointed Provincial Commander-
in-Chief until the arrival of General Grant at Calcutta.

In the mzantime every large Station in Upper India had i-f’s fit of excitement: preval. ¢
Agra Benares, Allahabad, Bareilly, Cawnpore, with others, were visited with 5552'2.1“““ of
Panic of more or less severity according to circumstances. The usual Military
demonstrations on the Queen’s Birth-day were limited to a General Salute, the-

259A-7—1
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feu-de-joie being. prohibited. The Officers of Government, both Civil and Military,

pursued the most conciliatoy policy, and instances of cool daring and unruffied pre-

sence of mind under very critical circumstances, occurred too numerous for mention.

At Allahabad two men, apprarently discharged Secpoys, were apprchended by

some men of the 6th Bengal Native Infantry in the act of tampering with the

Sepoys. The informers were immediately promoted, and the 6th Native Infuntry

voluntered to march against the insurgents at Delhi. At Cawnpore the agitation

prevailing during the latter part of this month was extreme, as the garrison was

6th B.N.L 3t composed entirely of Native Troops, with the exception of one Con:paiy of

Allahebad Vol- g\ ronean  Artillery. The Sepoy corps there were the Ist, S3rd and Sé6tn B.N.L

ij)nellchcir fF " the 2nd Light Cavalry, and two Companies of Native Artillery. The tone of

) feeling among these Troops being unsatisfactory. the Europeans, including

not only the Civil and Military Oificers with their families, but a number of

people who had come to Cawnporc from other Stations for safety, took possession

of a large barrack, and under the Ilcadership of Sir Hugh Whecler proceeded

Sir H. Wheelcr to form an intrenched camp, placing guns in position and strengthening the place

forms emur:n- in every possible way to meet any at:ack. Two guns andthree hundred men were

ched czmP it brought in to their aid by the Maharajah of Bhittoor. By the end of the month

Cawnpocr. a detachment of H. M. 84th Foot arrived at Cawnpore, and confidence was
restored for a time.

May 28th. 1Sth The Station of Nusscerabad having becn drained of the Bombay Troops
B.N.1. 3(th in the begining of the year,with the exception of the 1st Bombay Lancers, to
B.N. 1. mutiny supply the exigencies of the Persian War, was garrisoned by the 15th Bengal
at Nusscerzbid. Infantry, and the 30th with a Company of Native Bengal Artillery.

The Bengalees had long been in a wavering state and on the 28th broke out
into open mutiny. The Bombay Cavalry, though numbering only at the time aboutt
250 sabres, with admirable gallantry and loyalty charged the Mutineers again
and again. Their bravery, however, was not rewarded with suceess. The Mutinees
marched off with the guns, colours flying and drums beating to Delhi, and the
Lancers were obliged, having lost several of their Officers, to retire upon Ajmere,
escorting the Officers and familics of the revolted Regiments.

At this time too the Native Regiments at Agra began to manifest symptom

May 31st. 44th of disaffection. A detachnent consisting of a Company of the 44th B.N.IL. and one
g'}’;’i I&" sarﬁ;’ég of the 67th B.N.L, the Regiments stationed at Agra, had been despatched to
at A:gral. Muttra to bring treasure to Agra. On their. way back to the latter Station the men
mutinied, seized the treasure, and proceeded to Delhi. Mr. Colvin at once resolved

upon disarming the remainder of the 44th and 67th, which was effected at Agre

without distrurbance on the 31st. The Licut, Governor also issued 4 Proclamation -

offering pardon to all who would lay down their arms. This being disapproved

of by the Supreme Government, it was withdrawn and another substituted,

offering pardon only to such mutineers as had not been concerned in the cormmi-

ssion of any outrage, on condition of their delivering up their arme to the nearest
Civil or Military authority.

) After a good deal of uneasiness and many sinister rumours, the Troops at
{4“‘;("3' at Lucknow broke out on the night of the 30th. Sir Hendry Lawrence, who had 2
uckmow. shori tme before been created Major General, had displayed his usual foresight
and energy in making all necessary defensive preparations. With the help of the
guns of the European Field Batiery and the Bayoneis of ihe Queen’s 32nd, the
Revolters, who were Sepoys of the 7th Ligh! Cavelry, the 13th, 48.h, and 71st.
Bengal Na.ive Infantry, were driven out of Cantonments and pursued to the
distance of fifteen miles. No disturbance took place in the city of Lucknow.
Martial Law was at once proclaimed. Brigadier Handscomb was killed on the

spot by a musket shot, on the first breaking out of the revoit.

May 3lst. On the 30th a detachment of the European force, consisting of the’6th Carabi-
Action at neers, 60th Rifles and Horse Artillery, started from Meerut under the command
Ghazec-ood  of Brigadier Wilson and took up a position at Ghazee-ood-dcen-nugger about
deen-nugger.  fifteen miles from Delhi. The Mutineers soon made their. appearance and a’ smart
engagement followed. The mutineers were repulsed with the loss of their guns, -
but they returned to the attack on the following day with great pluck Having
suffered a second defeat, and numbers having fallen beneath the sab.res of the
Dragoons, no further attempt was made to disposses. the Brigadier,. The Force
from Umballa was known to be fact approaching and the Muti’neers betook
themselves to the work of Preparing for its reception.
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The Station of Bareilly after having been kept for some days in a state of Mutiny at

excitement, witnessed on the last day of May the outbreak of the 8th Irregular Bareiity.
Cavaliry, and the [8th and 68th Native Infantry. Up to within an hour of the )
attack of the Scpoys, the Officers of the 18th and 68th persisted in declaring that
their men wete staunch and could be confidently depended on. Brigadier Sibbald
was killed at the commencement of the Mutiny; the rest of the Officers were
allowed to quit the Station, some proceeding to Moradabad, some to Nynee Tal.
The whole of the prisoners in the Jail, about 4.000 in number, were released.
This Mutiny was attended with circumstances of peculiar atrocity and treachery.
Only the day before the outbreak the men had earnestly assured their Officers of
their fidelity, and had cntreated them to send their wives and families, from the
Hills, wither they had been despatched for security; promising to protect them
with their own lives.

By the commencement of June reinforecements of European Troops from Arriv;
Bombay and Ceylon were beginning to arrive at Calcutta, and were despatched Euz:;el;,ud
with all spsed to the Upper Provinces. By Dak and Bullock Trains detachments Troops at
of H.M.'s 84th and the Madras Fusiliers procceded daily to Benares and Allahabad, Culcutta.
but the force at the command of Government was unhappily too small to admit
of supplying aid even in the smallest quantity to a lithe of the places whence
. requisitions for assistance came. In addition to the Regiments just named, the
Queen’s 39th from Burmah, the 37th from Ceylon, the 76th from Bombay, the
64th and 78th from Persia, and the S5th from the Mauritius, altogether about
8.000 British Soldicrs arrived in Bengal in the course of the month. A Regiment
of Europeans was also sent up the Indus from Kurrachee to strengthen Mooltan,

Still each day brought in tidings of new revolts and massacres. On the 3rd the

Native Artiljcry, the 72nd B.N.I, the Ist Gwalior Cavalry and 7th Gwalior Infantry

rautinied at Neemuch. The greater part of the Officers and their families escaped. June 3rd
A Bombay column under Major General Woodburn was formed and moved at Mutiny at
once upon Neemuch. On the evening of the same day the 17th B.N.L stationed Heemen.
at Azimghur, mutinied. Trcasure to the amount of seven and a half lakhs of

rupecs had that day passed through the Station escorted by some of the 13th
Irregular Cavalry En route to Benares. This excited the cupidity of the men, who

went in pursuit of it. The Officers escaped to Ghazeepore.

The Mutiny of the 41st B. Native Infantry at Seetapore broke out on the 3rd June 3cd. 4lst
of this month. The Colonel, though warned by a friendly Sepoy, would notbreak out at
believe but that his men were staunch,; as in so many other cases paying dearly SectaPore.
for his confidence. He was shot by his own men in the commencement of the
outbreak. A few faithful Sepoys assisted the Officers and their families to escape
in their buggies, and the party, consisting altogether of about 50 Europeans managed
to reach Lucknow, after being two days and a night on the road. The Station
of Seetapore was burnt to the ground.

At the sam: tim: the 29.h B. N. . at Moradaba,, 2nd the 28 h B. N. I. Mutiny of the
at Shahjehanpoor, afier hearing of ke proceedings at Bareilly took the preval- §9th N.1. and
ent Infection and threw off the.r allegiance. 8th N. L.

The news of the Mutiny of the 17th N.I. at Azimghur soon reached Benares june 4th. 37th
and threw that Station into Commotion. It was at once resolved by the authorities B. N. I mutiny
that the 37th Native Infantry should be deprived of their arms. Fortunately Lieut. at Benares.
Col. Neill had arrived at the Station the day before with a portion of the Madras
Fusilicrs, and his decision and boldness effected with comparative safety what would
otherwise have proved a very disastrous and bloody business. A party of H.M.
10th and of the Fusiliers, with three guns, the Loodianah Regiment, Sikhs, and a
squadron of the 13th Irregular Cavalry, was drawn up to disarm the 37th. These
opened fire on the approach of ti;e Europeans, killing and wounding many ; at the
same time the Sikhs, owing to a false alarm raised by one of the Troopers of the
13th, fired upon their own Officers. The guns quickly dispersed the Sikhs and the
Ircegular  Cavalry, while the Europeans under the gallant Neill made a dash upon,
the 37th and drove them out of their lines. The next day the Cantonments were
protected by guards judiciously planted and order and security were restored to
Benares. The lives of the Civilians and their families were saved. About 100 of
the Mutineers were killed, and 200 wounded ; the rest fled, throwing down their
arms. .

The Mutiny of the Hurrianah Light Infantry and 4th Irregular Cavalry at Hansi
and Hissar, occurred about the same period. The women and children that fell
into the hands of the Sepoys at these places were wretchedly treated The levies
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of the Bhurtpore Rajah also, who were employed to keep open the road betweeca
Agra and Declhi proved faithless, and their Officers, Captain Nixon and Captain
Munbee of the Bombay Army, had great difliculty in reaching Bhurtpore with their
lives.

The 6th Native Infantry at Allahabad had continued to be have remarkably
well. They had volunteered to be led against the Delhi Mutineers, and were thanked
and complimented in General Orders for their fidelity. This effusion of loyalty
and approbation took place only a day or two before. On the 6th the “ loyal
and be praised 6th became the assassins of their own Officers, and after setting fire
to the Church and every bungalow in the place, looting the Treasury, marched off
to Delhi. Very few Christians managed to escape ; the liberated prisoners, to the
number of 3,000 having joincd the Mutineers in the perpetration of all sorts of out-
rages. Colonel Simpson and Lieut. Brasyer in command of a body of Sikhs
from the Ferozepore Regiment, got into the Fort, when with the assistance of some
Pensioners, a few European Volunteers, and the Sikhs who remained faithful, the
Main Guard was disarmed and the Fort of Allahabad was saved. It was closely
invested by the Rebels, but held against them by the determined band inside, until
on the 11th, Lieut. Col. Neill with a detachment of Madras Fusiliers, who with great
difficulty had made their way from Benares, succeeded in getting into the Fort by
crossing the Ganges in boats. Another detachment of Fusiliers under Major Steven-
son arriving the next day, Col. Neill now in Command of Allahabad, took measures
for driving away the besiegers. By shot, shell, and sorties, the Rebels were beaten
off into the sourrounding villages. The communication between Benares and

* Allahabad was openedd by a body of the Fusiliers and 13th Irregular Cavalry under

Captain Fraser. The villages in the neighbourhood were then destroyed one after
another by Col.Neill, and in spite of severe losses by sickness, cholera having broken
out among his men, by exposure, and by incessant fatigue, the gallant defenders
of Allahabad held good their position, and though in straitened circumstances
effected the dispersion of the Rebels. . (continued)
— Taken from the Madras Almanac 2nd
Compandium of Integillgence’ For
1858.
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ON THE MARCH TO VEDARANYAM FOR SALT SATYAGRAHA, °
1930.

About 1,000 applications were received for enlistment as Satyagraha voluntcers

- for the proposed march of Rajaji from Tiruchirappaili to Vedaranyam. Rajaji (then

President of the Tamil Nadu Congress Committee) selected 100 volunteers and formed

“the first batch to be led to Vedaranyam by himsclf. He arranged that after his

group, batch after batch should be sent to Vedaranyam for breaking sait laws. The

first batch led by him left Tiruchirappalli on 13th April 1930 and reached Vedaran-
yam on 28th April.

April 29th was a day of fasting and prayer. Gn the 30th morning Rajaji led
his contingent into the swamp and went through a pretence of collecting salt. He
_ was arrested and tried immediately. He was sentenced to a fine of Rs. 200 and to
imprisonment for six months. Hc was sent to Tiruchirapalli at once by train.

After Rajaji, Dr. T. S. S. Rajan became the de-fucto President. He was
assisted by local men like Halasyam Ayyar T. V. Swaminatha Sastri, R. Narayana
Ayyangar, V Bulasabran zanyam and others at Tiruchirappalli. Thus several batches
were sent to Vedaranyam.

The lists prepared mainly with reference to records of arrest and imprisonment
cannot be complete because the policy instructions of Government were to the effect
that only leaders should be arrested and that, too with the prior approval of the
Govarnment. The instructions issued on 8th April 1930 also stipulated that arrests
should be made only, if absolutcly necessary. Moreover Salt Satyagraha continued
for a few more days and a number of persons participated in it.

The list of freedom fighters was prepared in 1970s ie. 40 y.ays <ter
Vedaranyam March. So addresses of many freedom fighters could not be
ascertained even then.

Evidently about 100 persons have accompanied Rajaji from Tiruchirapalli
in his march. But only 13 of themn have been specifically mentioned in the Under
Secretary’s Safe file. This is the only authentic List of Murchers. Including Rajaji
thesc 14 persons hive actually masched frcm T rucni and portic’pit:d in
Vedaranyom Sult Satyagecha. The pomss rema n'ng peicon colll nct be kncwn,
The names of 57 persons, who have  also partic pited in Vedaranyam S:ly

.Satyagraha, has been preparec. now wi.h help of other recerds. This is given
as an additional list of Particip.nts in Ve<aranyam Salt Sctycgraha, They
might or might not heve fermes: part o the first bitch led by Rijoji. Owing
to these limitations acditicn of more names or detiiisto  these  Jists, through

~the collectors and other sources may be poessible and werth the <!tempt.

T259A-7—-8 <]
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LIST OF MARCHERS TO VEDARANYAM SALT SATYAGRAHA. **

LED BY
Tiiru C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

2 Thiru K. Santhanam, No. 58, East Abiramapuram, M'\dras 4,
3 Thiru Subbiah, Salem.

4 Th -u T. R. Mzhadovan, D'nd gul Town.

5 Thiru P. K. Narayanan, Madurai Town.

6 Thiru Ratnam Pillai, Tiruchirappalli.

7 Thiru A. Subramaniam, Bombay.

8 Thiru M. S. Krishnaswamy, Coimbatore.

9 Thiru Venkatachari, Ramanathapuram,

10 Thiru T. Krishnasamy, Madras.
11 Thiru Anantha Theertin, Madras.
12 Thiru Chidambaram lyer, Tiruppur.
13 Dr. V. Raju, Coimbatore, _
14 Thiru V. Ramakrishna Aiyer, Coimbutc:re.

[Snd

" ADDITIONAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN SALT SATYA--
GRAHA AT VEDARANYAM.

-1 Dr. T. S. S. Rajan, Tiruchirappaﬁ.

2 Thiru A. Vedarathnam Pillai, Vedaranyam.

3 Thiru C. Swaminatha Chetty, Kumbakonam.

4 Thiru Venkatakrishnra Pillai, Thanjavur.

S Thiru Panthulu Iyer, Kumbakonam.

6 Thirumathi Laxmipathy, Madras.

7 Dr. Naganathah, Manaparai. Gagd w

8 Thiru Kalimuthu Moopanar, South Car Street, Slvamrl Tlrunel\cll district,
9 Thiru Natarajan Achari, No, 31, Krishnarajapuram, ITIrd Street, Tuticorin,

10 Thiru M. Muthuramalingam Pillai, No. 97-A, Narayanan Chetty Street;
Tuticorin. '

11 Thiru T. P. Ramudu, Tirunetveli'district.

12 Thiru S. Venkatakrisbna Tyer, Tuticorin. .

13 Thiru K. Gopalasami Vanniar, M:ttu Street, Panankudi, N annilam taluk. .
14 Thiru R, Rajagopala fyer, No. 87, First Street, Mannargudi.

15 Thiru M. Panchannan, Vedaranyam.

16 Thiru B. Krishna Pillai, Vedaranyam.

17 Thiru R. Murugaiya Pillai, No. 28, Peria Mill Street, Vijayapuram,
Thiruvarur. »

18 Thiru C. Veerasamy Thevar, Peravoorani, Puttukkottai taluk,

19 Thiru V. Varada Ramanathan, No. 74, East Cart Street, Mannargudi.

20 Thiru O, V. Alagesan, VedachalajNagar, Chengalpattu Town,

21 Thiru C. Subramaniam, Kodumudi, Erode taluk.

22 Thiru Alagar Raja, West Ramanathapuram, Dindigul Town.

23 Thiru K. Alagarsamy, No. 53, Subram

24 Thiru Alagarsamy, A)"Iadural aniyapuram Main Road, Madural AT,

25 Thiru T. Narayanan Chettiar
Moola Street, Madurai.

26 Thiru T. Narayana Chettiar,
Simmakkal, Madurai.

27 Thiru Venkatajalam Iyer, Madurai.

, No. 4, Mel Chettiar Street, South Avanij

No. 24, Kamakshipuram Agrahgram,

. —

® Vide page No.64—Under Sccretary's Safe File No. 687/31st May 1930
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28 Thiru Venkitajalam Iyer, Dindigul.
29 Thiru Kamakshi Bharati, Madurai.

30 Thiru R. Mahadevan Iyer, No. 117, Sunrajyavasathi East Car Street..
Dindigul.

31 Thiru Namayya, Dindigul.

32 Thiru K. Naray«nan, Madurai.

33 Thiru K. Swaminatha Pillai, Madurai.
34 Thiru V. Ramakrishnan Iver, Madurai,
35 Thiru A. Ramalingam Iyer, Madurai.
36 Thiru K. M. Ramasamy, Dindigul.

37 Thiru M. Ramasamy Konar, Madurai,
38 Thiru M. Palaniandi Servai, Madurai.
39 Thiru A. Seshayyan, Madurai.

40 Thiru R. S. Venkataramaiah Madurai.
41 Thiru Venkateswaran, Dindjgul.

42 Thiru S. Ganesan Iyer, No. 11, Venkatachala Iyer Street, West Mambalaip,
Madras-33. :

43 Thiru S. Krishnan Iyer, No. 9, Post Ofice Streot, Madris-1.

44 Thiru N. S. V. Mani (of Palghat), Madras. -

45 Thiru A. Raju, No. 117, A.C.C. Colony, Madras-13.

46 Thiru E. P. Ganesan, Nagercoil,

47 Thiru M. Gomathi, Theroor.

48 Thiru Muthusamy Gandhidoss, Theroor.

49 Thiru Emberumal Naidu, Nagercoil.

50 Thiru Subbiah Pillai, Chetti Street, Near Pillayar Koil, Kottar, Nagereei-3.

51 Thiru S. Santhavoo, Mylandy P.O. _

52 Thiru Dhanushkodi Raja, Palaya Palayam, R:tlh'{:x_'i;it_!\;iu‘}u;ﬁn\ district,

53 Thiru V. Lakshmanan, No. 269. South V(ii:?1';4;1;1&'1'!pur;m Street, Rajs~

" ' palayam, Ramanathapuram district,

S4 Thiru Rajanarayana, Rajapalayam, Srivilliputhur, Ramanathapuryyg
District, :

55 Thiru K. S. Sanjeevi Raja, No. 272, Madurai Raja Bazaar, Pudupa layarg

Rajapalayam, Ramanathapuram district,
56 Thir;; 'Spwrirajan_ No. 26, Guru Iyer Strect, Chidambaram, South A rcot
istrict.

57 Thiru Syed Aliyar, son of Moideen Vavathamni Maraikkar, No, 68, Mz
Street, Adirampattinam.

Nore.— (1) Serial Nos. 1 and 2 are mentioned in tl il Disobedic , .
- aad in Who is Whe (1973). in the Civi isobedicnce Movament 1932-5)

(2) Szrial Nos. 3 to 6 are mzntioned in the Civil Disobedience Mov 1, 1930-31,

(3) Seriol Nos. 7 ta 57 are mentioned in Whe is Who 1973,
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ESTIMATE OF RAJA DESING.
by P. NATARAIAN, M.A.

In the South Indian History, Gingee carncd historical importance because of
the bravery and gallantry of Raja Desing.  His futher Sarup Singh ruled Gingee,
as a Killedar for fourteen years from 1700 to 1714, Even though he was a good
administrator and fought a number of battles with the English and other European
powers, he could not earn renown as Desing. , .

As pointed out by Prof. C.S. Srinivasachari the courage and bravery displayed
Ly Desing at his young age against the strong and powertul Nawab Sadat Ullah
Kban of Arcot should make us remember him for wver, The undaunted courage
&ud the love of independence exhibited by Desing in his struggle against Sadat
Ullah  Khan was remarkable. But as already has been mentioned according to
Madras Archival records, the Nawab used the Emperor’s order as a pretext to
ssize Gingee from Desing. Both the Mackenzie Chromicle and the Tamil Ballad
make a reference to the order of the Emperor which formed the basis for Sadat
Uiiah Khan’s march against Desing.  However, Desing stood his ground that he
rzed not get the permission of the emperor to succeed his father . He was too
iadepsndent in his thought and ide.is to give up his father's Jahir obtained on the
basis of the Farman of Aurangzeb.

Desing was not deterred by the thought of death and he was not tired of this
maxim in his life. Another important characteristic traijt in Desing was his true
friendship with Mahabat Khan who had bezn his companion from childhood.!

Desing fought to the end bravely withthe assistance of his trus.ed friend
Mahabat Khan. Desing’s wife Rani Bai who committed Sati deserves our attention
acd sympathy for her calmness, courage and self control, that were customary of
tar race. 2 : :

He dicd like a.great hero and was never to be forsotten. The story of Raja
as we find it in this study bears on the face of it the impression of a brave and extra-
- ordinarily courageous character. :

_ In a short period of ten months’ rule he could not pay much attention to the
improvement of the administration. This was mainly because of his preoccu pation
in the war with Sadat Ullah Khan, the Nawab of Arcot. .

The ten months’ rule of Raja Dzsing as has been narrated in this study was one
of Desing’s opposition to Sadat Ullah Khan and the latter’s against the Gingee,
Raja Desing fought her idically against tremendous odds and fell fighting.

The story of Desing’s succession and his heroic deeds have been magnified into
a remance and all that was known hitherto was an almost fabulous account of

Dzsiag incorporated in a popular ballad that is being sung ordinarily by the people
of all classes in the Tamil country. '

Desing ruled Gingee only for ten months. In this short period he spent his
whole time for asserting the independence and the self respect against the Nawab of
Arcot.  The payimeant of the arrears of the tribute was the main reason for the conflict
like the h:roic conflict of Vecrapandiya Katta Bomman and Maruthu Brothers
agunst the British paramount powers. The above heroes were also praised in
biiiads and leg:nds in the Tamil country. But the history of Raja Desing is in-

- comparable one bacause Desing was the first man who fought for the independence
and szlf respect. -

The story is something like Alexander the great and Beaucephélus and no
mors.

When Gingce fort came under the British centre, if lost its historical importance
During the Napolean’s war in Europe. M. Carrow, the Collector of South Arcot
requested the Board of Revenue in 1803, the demeclition of the Gingee forts in view of

- tasic proximity to Pondicherry. Fortunately his request was not carried out.
Eventhm(xigh Gingee is a small village now and havin
its ruined redoubts temples and granaries, it attracts a large number of visi
ries, 1t a g visitors wh
wonder at the ponder out nature of its fortifications. The place is well worth :
visit even today, as it has got a facinating interest for the student of history. It
creates in heart a melancholy reflection for the historians. Anyhow the mer;lory
of one of the brave chieftains o_f Gingee is preserved even to this day in every town
- and village of South Aroct District. The wandering minstrel sings to group of

villagers, under the Banyan tree the hercism of Raj Desing. 3 5 RT3
the thesis Biogr:phy of Raja D :sing. Ja Desing. 3 Exc:p: tzkcn from

() cC.s. Srinivasachari, Op. Cit. p. 455.
(2) S. K. Aiyangar, Op. Cit. p. 10,
(3) C.s. Srinivasachari, op. Cit. p. 532,

g a deso'ate aspect, with
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Pages from rare-Journal ;
ANCIENT INSCRIPTIONS IN INDIA.

Fresh discoveries continue to reward the diligent investigation of ancient
inscriptions .in various parts of India, the results of which have bcen, from time to
time, recorded by us. The Asiatic Society of Bengal is the focus to which the com-
munications converage. and from .the late numbers of its intcresting Jcurnal we
extract some further facts, of considerable importance, which have been brought
to light in the course of these investigations.

- Amongst the laths, or pillars, which have been examined with attention, are
the Bakhra pillar of Tirhut and the Radhia or Arah-raj lath of zillah Sarum. The
latter is in good preservation, and bears a long inscription in the Allahabad character,
No: 1* ;. it appears to be also identical with that of Firoz’ lath : ‘“‘so that we are
now,” as Mr. Prinsep observes, *in possession of four copies of the same
inscription, three of thcm perfect viz., the Delhi, ti.e Mattiah and Sarun, and that
of Allahabad mutilated.” {Both the Mattiah and the Sarun inscriptions want
the last eleven lines of the Delhi version. There are some incongruities likewise
in the characters of the several inscriptions.

A fact of some moment is mentioned by Lieut. Kittoe, in a description of the
Allahabad pillar, and confirmed by Mr. Ewer, of Allahabad, namely, the inter-
lineation of nearly the whole character No. 1 of the inscription on that pillar, with
Sanskrit, which Lieut. Kittoe supposes may be a translation of the former ; it is
cut, or rather dotted, in a very rough manner, and in some places the letters join
into those of No. 1, to which he attributes certaio errors in the shape of the letters
and their actual numbar, in the copy of the inscription transmitted by Lieut. Burt,
on which Captain Troyer’s and Dr. Mill’s translations were founded. Lieut.
Kitioe considers these interlined characters more modern than the other ; Mr. Ewer
pronounces them older. The latter gentleman has undertaken to make a copy of
the interlineation, and to collate the printed copies of the inscriptions witi the-
original. “It is possible”, observes Mr. Prinsep, “they may prove contempora-
neous and there will be an end of the mystery which has hitherto hung ove this
writing.”

A discovery mad: by Mr. J. Stephenson, in an excursion to the ruins and site
of an ancient city, near Bakhra,** has been attendcd with curious results.

Near the village of Bakhra are the remains of a mound of solid brick-work,
about forty feet high, and about the same diameter at the base. A little to the north
are the ruins of a large fort, of an oblong shape, one side of which is 1,000 yds., and
it is surround=d by a ditch. The mound and fort are apparently coeval with each
other, and of comsiderable’ «tiquity, for no tradition, Mr. Stephenson says, exists,
that can be depended upon, concerning their origin. A remarkable pillar also
stands amidst heaps of brick-rubbish. *“This superb monument,” observes
Mr. S.; “has escaped the ravages of time, owing to the solidity of its structure. The
smooth polished shaft is an immense block of a small-grained, reddish-coloured
sandstone, surmounted by a singular and beautiful sculptured capital, on which
rests & square tabular- block, supporting a well-sculptured lion, in a smmg posture,
of the‘same inaterial. The total height of the pillar is thirty-two feet ;- the circum-
ferencé of the shaft, four feet from the ground; twelve feet. The sculpture is better
than the Egyptian, and the general appeararce striking and good”. The native
name for the pillar is Bhim Sunk ha Lattea ‘Bhim sinh’s walking:stick’ which is
derived from a ridiculous legend. A few yards to the north of the pillar-stands
a ‘mound. or tumulus, of solid brick-work, of a conical shape. The outward parts
of the mound are dilapidated by time ; the bricks, which are weil-burnt are a foot
squdré ; mud has been used instead of mortat. A Hindu faqir had availed himself
of an excavation made in the north side of the mound, to convert it into a place of
worship._ ‘

~ Amongst thz images of clay, which the faqir had stuck to the sides of the cavity
cn; which was ctoloured black, attracted the notice of Mr. Stephenson by its grote-
sque: appearance: *‘Ornt closer inspection”, he states, *‘I discovered that the lower.
part ‘was of‘ stone, finely' sculptured, and altogethcr different from the upper, which

e SceVol XVI.p. 102 ‘and133.

fTwo more laths have been discovered, in upper Indla by Major Calvm of the Engmceil
one at Hissar, and another at Fatihabad near Delhi : the formcr. though in a decayed : odition,
still has a few characters.

®® This village is sixteen cos north of Patna, and six north from Singhet.
259A-7—9
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I found to be made of clay. I succeeded in purchasing the deity from the
Faq-irs for two rupees, and after washing, picking, and scperating the outward
covering of clay with adjoining tank 2 fragurent of beautiful ancient sculpture
was brought to light. On further iuquiry, thic fauir's artfulness was detected
by a person present, who recognisad the fragment to have been found by
the zamindar of the place when digging among tne ruins for bricks to build his
present pakka housc, a few hundred yard distant. This fragment of sculpture
represents the lower part of a figure of Buddha, sitting cross-legged, according to
the custom of the east with the arms resting across the upper part of the thigh.
On the soles of the feet (which are turned up), and on the palin of the left hand, is
represented the lotus-flower.* The back of this fragment is beautifully sculptured,
with two lions standing, in an erect position, upon two elephants. On each side
of the base, is cut a lion half-couchant, with a small female figure in the centre. The
stone is the same as that of the pillar, viz., a red, fine-grained sandstone, very hard.
On the lowest part of the fragment, is an inscription in Sanskrit, which the pandits
of this part of the country cannot as yet decipher.”

This mutilated image, thus rescued by Mr. Stephenson, was presented by him
to the Asiatic Society, where the inscription which had baffled the pandits of
Tirhut, excited considerable curiosity, none of the ancient Buddhist images in the
museum possessing such an appendage. We now take up thc statement of Mr.
Prinsep, respecting a singular coincidence which shortly after served to increase
the interest this inscription inspired :

“Some of my Benares friends, Captain Thoreshy, secretary of the Sanskrit
College, Major Grant, and Lieut. Alexander Cunningham, of the engineers,
stimulaied by the success of General Ventura’s operations in the Panjab, have
undertaken, at joint expense with mysclf, to open carefully the large Buddhist
monument at Sarnath,} so frequently alluded to, in the Asiatic Researches, wherein
it is conjectured, irom the evidence of some ancient inscriptions on copper, dug
up near the spot, to have been erected by the sons of Bhupala, a ruja of Gaur, in
the eleventh centuary.}

“Lieut. Cunningham, who is still zealously occupied in this interesting work,
at such moments as his official duties will permit, has himself promised me a full
account of his operations, when the whole shall be completed; but he has
permitted me to anticipate him in mentioning the subject I am now about to in-
troduce, should I be able to furnish a full explanation; which the sequel will
prove to be the case.

“A. the depth, then, of ten fee! and a half from .he summit of the stone building
he extracted a slab of stone 28} inches long, 13 inches broad, by 43 thick,
bearing an inscription in an ancient form of Devanagari, of which, after referring
in vain to the pandits of the degenerate Kasi, he sent me an exact facsimile by dak.
The stone was found lying with its hcad to the south-west. among the bricks and
mud. It is of a pinkish hue, and all the letters are in excellent preservation. Lieut.
Cunningham remarked the similarity of some of the forms to the Sanscript of the
Manikyala coins, and to some letters of the Allahabad inscription.

The facsimile reached me while the Tirhut image was under examination, and
it immediately struck me, from one or two prominent letters, as well as fror;l the
general appearance of the whole, that the "wo inscriptions were substanticlly the
same, although the characters of the two differed as much from one another as the
Nagari from the Bengali alphabet. Upon showing them to Govind Ram Shastri
Mr. Wilson’s intelligent pandit, and comparing the lctters with the Tibetan and’
Gya forms of the Sanscrit alphabet, the identity of the two was confirmed. and
several words made out, among them the titles “Tathagata and Maha Sram;ma"
both of an important Buddha acceptation ; but the context was devoid of meaning’
The pandit’s meritorious efforts were communicated to our learned vice-president,
Dr. Mill, who, recognizing at once the form of the ancient, dh, and semilunate lettex"

® The emblem always borne by a Chakravartti, or universal sovereign, and a fortiori by Bucdhaa

t It must not be supposed, that, in this enterprise, the feelin i

. i ’ < » of the n
offended. The qudus arc Guite unconcerned abc ut the tope, andgsthc two seacttlsv:)sfg:ns in Bena!
who aze now at variance with each other, had joined in requestirg me to open the buildirgs at l::\r?:
f:\?;z”rﬁimtﬂél?égh" :de ascede x::tmedfto wh;;:h'parl}"(l)iagambari or Swetambari) the enclosed
g0, i g. My departure from . enares alone prevented my satisfying their curiosity

" $See As. Res. Vol. IX. pp. 74. 203 : x. 130

in any way
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which had been taken for a v, was enabled to complete and give the true meaning
of the inscription, with the exception of the initial word, which (in consequence
of the stroke at the commencement) was read, s hic, in the Sarnath versioy

and gy in the other sentence, instead of g gqui, in both.”

The interpretation of the inscription was thus given by Dr. Mill :

“This is the generative source of the cause of meritorious duties. For the
cause of these haih Tathagata (or Buddha) declared. But as to what is the oppo-
sing principle of these, that likewise doth the Maha Sramana (the great ascestic)
declare.”

The Tirhut inscription was found to differ from the other merely in the substi’
tution of two synonymous words, the transposition of two others, and the omission
of a particle ; the translation was precisely the same. We resume Mr. Prinseps
statement :

The curcumstance, however, of two sculptured inscriptions, found at distant
places, in terms of the same import, though varying in phrase and in form of letter
30 much as to prove that one was by no means a mere copy of the other, suggested
to my mind, that they must assuredly contain some very common text from the
Buddha scriptures, and I accordingly hastened to inquire of my friend Mr. Csoma
de Koros, whether he had met with any similar passage, in his extensive examina-
tion of the Tibetan volumes. He did not at first recognize it, but promised to bear
it in mind ; and sure enough, in the course of a few days, Mr. Csoma brought me
the pleasing intelligence that he had discovered the very sentence, agreeing, word
for word, with the sarnath version; in three volumes of the Kah-gyur collection;
being in Tibetan characters according to their mode of writing Sanskrit, and without
ranslation. Moreover on referring to the corresponding Sanskrit originals, in
the Lantsa and in the modern Devanagari copies of the same work (forming part
of the treasures of Bauddha literature, made known to the world by our associate,
Mr. B. H. Hodgson), no less than fifteen examples were brought to light, of the
verbatim introduction of the same text. In all these instances, it was found to occur
as a kind of peroration, or concluding paragraph at the end of a volume.

“Something, however, was still wanting, to remove the ambiguity of the abbre-
viated sentence, and this Mr. Csoma’s acute and assiduous research soon enabled,
him to supply; for in the Do class of the Kah-gyur, vol. 9, leaf 510, he was so
fortunate as to meet with the same passage, connected with another Sanskrit sloka
in the Tibetan character, and followed immediately by a faithful translation into
the latter language.”

Mr. Csoma transcribed the whole passage from the Tibetan work, in Sanskrit
Tibetan, and the Roman character. ‘“‘Here, then,” observes Mr. Prinsep, “was
the solution of the enigma. The sentence thus frequently repeated was the preamble
to the quaint compendium of the Buddhist doctrines, which was so universally
known to the professors of this faith, that it was no more necessary to repeat it oa
all occasions than it would be to insert the gloria patri at the end of each psalm
in our own ritual. The sense was now seen to run on from the present tense of the
second part of the sentence to the maxims which followed ; and the whole passage
was thus literally and intelligibly rendered from the Tibetan by Mr. Csoma de
Koros ;

‘Whatever moral (or human) actions arise from some cause,
The cause of them has been declared by Tathagata ;
What is the check to these actions,

Is thus set forth by the great Sramanas’.

“No vice is to be committed:

Every virtu¢ must be perfectly practised:

The mind must be brought under entire subjection:

This is the commandment of Buddha.”.

“It is unfortune that the Sanskrit text of the moral maxim has not been any
where found in the Lantsa copy of the Prajna Paramita. Its authenticity rests, . .
therefore, solely on the Tibetan version, in which there is apparently some error ;
for the sentence, as it stands, is not pure Sanskrit, and certainly will not bzar the
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interpretation which Mr. Csoma has given literally from the vernacular translation-
of Tibet. Dr. Mill has favoured m e with some valuable observations on the pas-
sage, which with his permission, I here insert. Mr. Hodgson will doubtless be able
10 contirm the true reading by consulting the Sanskrit original of the dah-var hgrovahi-
tinge-hdsin (Sanskrit. Shurangama smadhi, .the heroical ecstasy), which may still
exist in some of the monasteries of Nepal.”.

Dr. Mill discovered the error into which he had been led, and pronounces
Mr. Csoma’s translation of the former part of the inscription perfectly ag;ccable
1o the Sanskrit. “I am by no means equally well satisfied,” he adds, “With the
otner sentence quoted by Mr. Csoma, as following the former in some of the places
wnere 1. occurs in the Buddhist scriptures, the Sanskrit text of whlch is certainly
corrupted in the copies he cites, and, except in the last line, exhibits, no sentence
corresponding in form to his Latin or English version. 1 have also very considerable
aoubt of the accuracy of the opinion, that this second stanza is the clue to the
supposed enigma in the first, or necessary in any respect to complete its meaning.
That it is even the object of reference in the former stanza, appears to me doubtful.
The occurrence of the former passage,—not only in the two several inscriptions
of Benares and Tirhut, by itself, — but at the end of chapters in the places youa
pointed out to me from Mr.-Csoma’'s Lantsa MSS, seems to indicate that it has.
a complete meaning in itself, and the g ‘thus’ or ‘alike’ of the fourth line may

as well be  understood with reference to the pr.ceding clause, as to any sentence
following. The metrical structure of the two passages confirms me in the idea of
their independency : the latter being in the ordinary Anustup measure, with about
the same degree of license as we find that measure in the Puranas : whereas the former
though approximating -in places to the measure of eight syllables, is as re-
mote from the rules of Valmiki’s sloka as are .he hymns of the Vedas: and it is
equally irredycible to the laws of the Arya or any more modern poetical measure.

" “In the translation of the latter passage, I would advert particularly to the line'
which Mr. Csoma has translated, * Every virtue must be practised,” I do not seec
how the Sanskrit however amended, can bear that meaning. The first  -word.
kusalasya, ordinarily means ‘of felicity,” or else, ‘of skill and- cleverness :* while
toc other word, which, coalescing with kusalasya, makes of the whole line, is cer-
tainly not Sanskrit in its _present state ; for there is not, and cannet be, any such
fcompound as  3qrayd. By making the two last letters wz:  i.e. mpadas
nstead of pradam, (which, however, scems clear in the Tibetan character), and
reading the last word .of the first line - szut instead of &&r 1 obtain the
meamng, * . St e .

. ln'thc-abstin;:ﬁcc from (lif. non-doing of) all sin, is the attainment of feliéity , v

“A third meaning of kusala—though much less used among brahminical Hindus—
15 pointed out in the Nana-artha-varga of Amara-Sinha, who was himself a Buddhist
m the following line, (Kosha, lib, iii. c. 4, s. 23, 1.206), which may furnish us with _
an approximation in ul:imate meaning though not in the structure-of the sentence
to the Tibetan explanation given by Mr. Csoma > : : '

“ Acco_mpliéhment, happiness, holiness : in these three meanings is the neuter
nounkusalam learnedly understood ", wo

_** Adopting the last of these three senses, that of punyam or sanctity,” and.”
taking the word upasampadas in a sense which the Buddhis* use of the ‘term -
points out, we may render the second line in question,

The advancement, ox_" high a.uaimﬁen,t, of purify."f _

It appears that Dr. Mill's conjectural emendation of the second line of the second
stanza has been unexpsctedly confirmed by Ratna-Pala, a Singha Christian: convert
from Buddhism, who can repeat both passeges, in: the Pali and Pracrit form: from
memory. His reading however, gives upasampada in the plural ; and in the former
passage, that of the inscription, he makes a few-slight variations. His Pali reading
is good Magadha Pracrit,.. .":. . i L PR T

PRY AN Faa-

. * The word upasampada is tcchnlcally h‘n&'erstoo'(‘l‘of. ‘1he' .Sl pcri;:-r :;dcr.of the Buddhisl
priesthcod, the supply < which, when it had bcccme extin€t in Ceylen, has fiequently becg an
object <f solic-tude to the mcre ref g ovs <f the.Candian monurch s, tnd his (wnbenthe.
gcczs,on f ‘ﬁmba,ssu_s] .tto Sam.. Fcriho att%nm_cnt <f 1h¢ prosv, the posscss:on 0f 227 soparate ' ¥

unas or v:riuous quzl.t:t5 .§ requisitc.: ¢ichgt nh ch s d st pcily L6 N4 Q. D Hatjx treat ity
concern’ng ord:naticn. . - ; ‘ ‘, ph 4 st potly. ik im i ”‘_’”: ;
LR b s e e 0 e sl 3 P eal biale 98 T
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The following are the versions into Sanskrit and Piacrit :—

Sanscrit version.

Ye dharma hetu prabhava, hetun Tathagato hyavadat, Teshan cha yo nirodha.
evam vadi Maha Shramanas. Sarva Papasyakarani (  am), Kushalasyopasapradam,
Sva chittam paridamanum, etad Buddhanushasanam,

Pracrit Version.

Ye dhamma hetuppabhava, Tesan hetun tathagata A & ha tesan cha yo nirodhat
Even vadi maha samana. Sabha papassa akaranan : Kusolassa upusanpada :
sa chitta paridamanan : Etan Buddhanusasanan.

A subsequent communication from Mr. Hodgson, in Nepal, states that, at
Kathmandu, alimost every man, woman and child, of the Buddha faith, can repeat
the inscription on the Sarnath stone, as their confession of faith. * Dr. Mill,”
he says, *‘* was perfectly right in denying the alleged neccssary connexion between
the inscription, and the complement to it produced by Mr. Csoma de Koros. No
such complement is needed, nor is found in the great doctrinal authorities, wherein
the passage occurs in numberless places, sumetimes cuataining but half of the com-
plete dogma of the inscription; thus :—

* Ye Dharma hetu-prabhava ; hetu teshan Tathagata,” Even thus curtailed,
the scise is complete without tiie ** Teshan cha yo nirodha, evana (vadi) Maha
Sramana,” as you may perceive by the following translation :

¢« Of all things proceeding from cause, the cause is Tathagata’; or, which

the additional word, *Of all things proceeding from cause ; the cause of their pro-

cession hath the Tathagata explained”. To complete the dogma, according to

‘the inscription, we must add, ‘The great Sramana hath likewise declared the cause

of the extinction of all things,” Wi.h the help of the commentatos, 1 render

. this passage thus : ‘the cause or causes of all sentient existence in the versatil

world, the Tathagata hath explained. The Great Sramana hath likewise explained
-the cause or causes of the cessation of all such existence.”

** Nothing can be more complete, or more fundamental, than this doctrine.
It asserts that Buddha hath revealed the causes of (animate) Mundane existence,
as well as the causes of its complete cessation, implying, by the latter, translation
to the eternal quiescene of Nirvritti, which is the grand object of all Buddha vows.
The addition to the inscription supplied by Mr. Csoma, is the ritual application
merely of the general doctrine of the inscription. It explains especially the manner
in which, according to the scriptures , a devout Buddhist may hope to attain cessation
from mundane existence, viz. by the practice of all virtues, avoidance « f all vices
and by complete mental abstraction. More precise, and as usually interpreted
here, more theistic too, than the first clause of the inscription, is the terser sentence
already given ; which, likewise, is more familiar to the Nepalese, viz. ‘Of all things
proceeding from cause ; the cause is the Tathagata *:—understanding, by Tathagata,
Adi-Buddha. And whenever, in playful mood, I used to reproach my old
friend, Amirta Nanda, (now alas! no more) with the atheistic tendency of his creed,
he would always silence me with, Ye Dharma hetu-prabhava ; hetun teshan
Tathagata ;* insisting, that Tathagata reierred to the suprems, self-existent
(Swayambhu) Buddha.* Nor did I often care to rejoin, that he had taught me so
to interpret that important word (Tathagata), as to strip the dogma of its necessary
theistic spirit.”. '

The foliowing communication from Mr. Hodgson, which appears in the same
number of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal as that from which we have
extracted the aforegoing.®* throws further fight on the characters of Indiar Inscri-
ptions.

® The grate temple of Swayambhu Nath is dedicated to this Buddha. Whence its
mame, It stands about a mile wcst from Kathmandu, on a low, richly wooded and
detach_ed hill, and consists of a hcmisphere, Stvrmounted by a gradu:ted conc, The
majestic size, and severe simplicity of outlin~, of this temple, with its burnishrd cong
sct off by the dark gamiture of woods, constitute the chajtya of Swayambhu Naht
‘very beauteous object, .

** For April 1835,
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* On the main road from the valley of Nepal to Tibet, by the Eastern or
Kuti Pass of tne Hemachal, and about two miles beyond the ridge ol hills environing
the vauey, 1nere sianus a dumiutive stone chaitya, supported, as usual, by a wide,
graduated, basement.

** Upon tize outer surface of the rctaining walls of this basement are inscribed
a varicty od t2<s from the Bauddha Sciptures, and amongst oihers, the celebrated
Shad-Akshaci Mantra, Om Mani Padme Hom. This is an invocation of Padma
Pant, the 4th Dayani Bodhisatwa, and pracsens Divus of the Theistic school of
Buddhists—witn an accessary mention of their triad, under the symbolic, literal
form, waich i1s common to them and to the Brahmanists.t It is not, however, my
present purposs to dwell upon the real and full import of these words ; but to exhibit
the inscription itself, as an interesting specimen of the practical conjuction of those
two varieties of the Devanagari letters which may be said to belong respectively
and appropriately to the Saugatas of Nepal and of Tibet. Not that both forms
bave not been long familiar to the Tibztans, but that they still consider, and call
that one foreign and ladian which the Nepalese Bauddha Scriptures exhibit as the
ordinary ecriture ; and which, though allowed by the Nepalese to be Indian and
though most certainly deducible from the Devanagari standard is not now, nor
bhas been for ages, extant in any part of India.

It is peculiarly Nepalese ; and all the old Sanscrit works of the Buddhas of
Nepal arz writien ih this cha acter, or in the cognate style denominated Bhujin Mula—
which latter, however, I do but incidentally name. ! wish here to draw attention
to the fact, that that form of writing or system of letters called Lantza in Tibet,
and there considered foreign and Indian, tacugh nowhcre extant in the plains of
India, is the common vehicle ¢f the Sanscrit language amongs the Bauddhas cf
Nepal proper, by whom it is denominated Ra: ja, and writen thus, n Devanagari
a9r ; Ranja, therefore, and not, according to a barbarian metamorphosis,
Lantza, it should be called by us ; and, by way of further and clearer distinction,
the Nepalese variety of Devanagari. Obviously deducible as this form is from the
Indian standard, and still enshrined as it is in numerous Sanscrit works, it is an
ioteresting circumstance to Observe it in practical collocation with the ordinary
Tibetan form-likewise undoubtedly, Indian, but far less easily traceable 1o its scurce
in the Devanagari alphabet, and devoted to the expression of a language radically
different from Sanscrit. Nor, when it is considered that Ranja is the common
extant vehicle of those original Sanscrit works, of which the Tibetan books are
translations, will the interest of an inscription,traced on one slab in both characters-
be denied to be considerable. Singular indications, indeed, are these of that gradual
process of transplantation, whereby a large portion of Indian literature was natura-
lized beyond the Himalaya, as well as of the gradual cradication of that literature
from the soil of its birth, where, for four centuries probably, the very memory of -
it has passed away {. Those who are engaged at present in decyphering ancient
inscriptions would do well, 1 conceive, 10 essay the tracing, through Ranja and
Bhujin Mula, £ of the transmulation of Devanagari into the Tibetan aiphabet. In
conclusion, I may observe, that this habit of promulgating the mantras of their -
faith, by inscriptions patent on the face of religious edifices, is peculiar to the Tibetan
Buddhists, those of Nepal considering it a high crime thus to subject them to vulger, -
and perchance uninitiated wtterance. ’

The Tibetan sentiment and practice are, in this respect, both the more orthodox
and the more rational. But in another important respect, thth Nepalese followe; s
of Buddha are far more rational at least, if far less orthodox then freir ncighbours
for they have utterly rejected that absurd an  misievous achercnce  religiovs
mendicancy and monachism, which still distinguishes the Tibetans. ££

- ¥ Viz. the triliteral syllable Om combPosed of the letters AU, and M ifyi _
th:i };rahmanists, Brahma, Vishnu, and Muhes2—but with the Buddhists, B;,J",'ﬁlfy’gh?‘,",‘gz‘ ’
and Sanga. . X . 2

¥t The very names of the numirous Sanscrit Bauddha works recen i in
Nep:l were totally unknown to the pandits of the Plains, who received th etlycg:xsg&‘:‘e::x(ll‘::
of the discovery with absolute disbelief. ’

£ Al the four systems of letters are given in the 16th Volume of the Asiatic Resear-
cnes. : il

42 The curious m:y like to kncw that Tibetzn Budchism is d;
:olely by the two feuturcs above po nted out-uniess we mlllst ;:!gm
the Purt of the Saugetas of Nepal to caste, from which the Tibe
in Nepal is r merely popular ustge, stript 'of the sanction of r
very different thing from caste, Proberly so called,

—Taken from “The Asiatic Journnal* Vol XIX Jan—April, 1836. .

.nguished from. Ncpale-sc,
a quilified subject-on:on

cligicn, and altogether a

tans are free; but which - -
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